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His Diuine VVorke 
E (courteous Reader) 
though the Author 
left vaprinted; yer 
irt comming to his 
— bands that wifhr 2 
continuance to the memory of the 
0 famous Writer, and a comfort to 
'73 the ſoulcofthe deſirous Reader, hee 
f thought good to bring it to the . |} 
Preſſe: and the rather ſeeing that the 4 
j points herein handled bei in 4 
wanſelues * difficult, and here- 
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expreſſed) 


| Here aid down tharihe wendet es. 


o 


pacity may be inſtructed, & the 5kil- 


fuller more confirmed. Here thou 


maiſt ſee Reaſon conter ding with Re- 


1:gion, and Keligionrefoluing thoſe 
doubts: which to Reaſon ſeem diſſol- 


uable: here chou ſhaſt know, though 


keaſon tell thee, if God haue præde- 


ſtinated his elect, yet Religion wil tel 


thee, except thou worke out thy ſal- 


uation with feare and trembling, - 
thon art none of Gods fore- choſen: | 
If from hence Reaſon ſay vnto thee, 


thou haſt abſolute free-wil,yet Reli- 
gion will tell thee that thy willing 
comes from God. In a word heere 


Ignorance ſhal be __ by Truth, 


and Atheiſme conſuted by Religion. 
Then ( curteous Reader) peruſe 


this worthy Worke (of the emi- 


nent Preacher Maiſter Ax T RVR 


Dur) wherein thou ſhalr finde 
the readie Path · way to eternal life; 


through 
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= 30 ß : 7 
through which if thou wilt ſoiourn © 
at the end thereof thou ſhalt finde 
Heauen. gates ſet wide open to re- 
ceiue thee, and troupes of Angels 
ready to carry thee into e 5 


his boſome, where thou ſhalt 
reſt from thy labour, and 
haue all teares wi- 


ped from thy 
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Reaſon, 7 Te | 2 
Ho made. 2 diene i 
Relig, ge owe 2 
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Reaſon, Of what ſubſtance did God crew . 
ate ĩtꝰ — 
Relig. Truelp of nothing, butbyhis | ci 
Tap. ja: > 
'Reaſ. And is it cuerlaſtin Pg or dal it once 

laue nens!!! 8 


2 
nen, at fach time as che 1.65 
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2 The way to 


common experience , wat it is by nature 4 


ſabiect to diſſolution. 
Reaſ. Ipray you what are we to thinke 


of Gad thac wonderfull workmaiſter? 


Reli. Wee ought ſtedfaſfly to belieue, 


that hee is almighty, righteons in all 


things; and efernall. 

Thatofnature hee is inviuiſible, and 
pet conſiſting of thꝛes diſtinct perſons , 
the Father, the Sonne, and the holy 


Ghoſt. This God is called God of in- 


comp2ehenſible wildome, actcoꝛding to 
which he hath molt wiſely foꝛeſeene, and 


appointed all thinges. He is vnchangea⸗ 
ble, alwaies ane, neuer paſſionate: he is 


the Loꝛdof reuenge, the God of indge- 
ment, at whoſe bzeath the mountaines 
doe ſhake: whoſe ſeat is the lofty Cheru⸗ 


bins, whoſe foote-(fooleis the earth, he 


is a iealous God, ſtriking idslatozs,and 


ſuch as derogate from his honour , with 


terrible plagues. Hee is a conſuming 


fire,the king of Rings, the onely Lo2d of 


all wozlds, the beginning, the end, and 
et without beginning, and enerlaſting: 


He is inniſible: though at one inſlant be | 
olding all things, at whole beck the hea⸗ 
Reus art abedtent, the clouds da gather 


an, 
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3 Euerlaſting life. 3 
ſthemſelnes logither, and the earth doth 
I cuiuer and treaible 1 this God rebukety 
the winds , calmeth the Seas,limiteth to 
3 euern far his influence,conrſe and name: 
this God foꝛmeth light and daxknes , ſen- 
deth and calleth backe lightuings, thun- 
ders, tempeſts, fearful counnets,blafing 
q Farres, and all other wqnderfull tmpzeſ- 
I fions of theayre; This is the God, that 
poldeth the huge earth in his hand, hang⸗ 
ing like a globe in the midſt or the woꝛld, 
that fouldeth the heauens like a ſcrowle , 
Ithat ſendeth the ſeaſonable- (pring⸗tinie „ 
ſammer, and harueſt, kroſt, cold, hunger, 
kfamine and peſtilence: he it is that by 4 
tertaine infuſed firtility , caufeth trees 
Zherbes, flowers, and euery little graſſe to. 
ſpꝛout and ſpꝛing, to the behalfs ol all li⸗ 
uing creatures. So that neither birdes ol 
the alre, beaſts of the field, noꝛ the Mlp 
þ woꝛmes ;of the earth do want ſuſtenance2. 
Ithis is that pzoutdent God, that contat-- 
heett the ſwelling Sea within her bankes, 
that o2dereth that marvelous enterchauge 
ol flowing + ebbing waters, that ferdeth 
the Whales, © enery living thing dwel- . 
ling in 5 derps:this is that ſearcher of ſe⸗ 
* Frets: whom no place -_ exclude whoſe 


4 The way to 
pꝛeſente, u action, woꝛd, noz thonght | 
can eſcape. This is the god 

created man accs2ding to his 


Saule,that foiled the Giant, that ſaued Io- 
nas in the bottoms of the ſea, that deliuo⸗ 


red Daniel gut of the Lions den, leremie 


ont of the dungeon, the thꝛe childzen out 
of the hot conſuming Duen: Pe is that 
God that ſent his welbeloued Sonne, to 
abide the death, to redeme man-kinde 


from the bondage of ſinne, and from the 
tawes of Sathan : Finally, this is that 


God, by whoſe power all things wore 
made, aud by whoſe only pzonidonce eue⸗ 
ry thing ts effactually. moued , ozdered & 


brourht to paſſe, 6 
* All pray fe th erefore be vnto Ge 4 
Go : 4 


d, that © 4 J 
ie liks- || 
neffe, made him Lo2d of the earth; Ans 
when he had plaied the rebel againſt him, 
that recomfo2tod him being thzowne out 
of Paradice with the pꝛomiſe of the ſed 
of the woman; this God is hee that ſent 
his people Iſrasll remedy, wht they were 
in th2alvome, in the land of Egypt, that 
parted the red-ſea , and d2owned their e⸗ 
nenties, that did ſafe conduct them in the 
wilderneſle, that rained downs Mann a, 
that defended Dauid from the fozceof 
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God moſt mighty, moſtrighteous, and 
[7 boly , that on this reader wiſe hath loued 
vs voworthy wretches, aver nothing, 
but the rigor of his Iuſtice. Now I pray 
aj you declare what was the cauſe that mou- 

ed God ts create man, & to ſet him in the 
1 world? 

1 Relig. Chat he ſhould ſerne him, and 
] glozifiehim, 

Kea. Which is the way to ſerue God, 
and to glorifie him aright? 

Reli. To acknowledge him ag he hath | 
appoynted by his wozd. ap EIS 
Kea. Which call you the word of God? * 
Reli. The ſame which the Patriarchs, 
Pꝛophets, and Apoſtles receined by the 

| holy Ghoſt , and committed to writing, 
which wee call at this day by the name of 
the old and now Teſtament. Ephe. 2. 
Rea. How ſhould a man know, that 20. 
thoſe monuments left by the Patriarkes, 
Prophets, and Apoſtles, came from God: 
or that they did euer leaue behind them 
any ſuch writings, as wee tearme the old Nig 
| and new Teſtament, 


Fel. As touching the aut 128 de 


od. vY. 3 rr 


. hothingof earthlinetle , the godly agrx - 
ment of all parks togither among them⸗ 
ſelues, the maieſty ol God ſhining: foꝛt⸗h 


in thathomelineſſe of ſpeech ;* the laying 


togither of the koꝛe⸗ſayings of the P29» . 4 
phets , and the ſucteſloꝛs oftheſame, and 


many other ſuch arguments, may compel 
the wicked ones to confelle , that God is 

the onely authoz of the Scripture ; yet cer 

tainely by none other meane, then by the 

ſecret teffimony of the holy Ghoſt, are our 
hearts truly perſwaded, that it is p woꝛd 
Rom. 10.3 gf God, fo2 ſaith the Apoſtle, That which 


we preach is the word of fairhtandinano- 4 


% 


ther place, The whole Scriptuce(ſa 


£ 


is given by the inſpiration of God. 


Athuift, 


8 le onſter 122 bo 5 
Bod, in aur wetety, will A hane ta doe 
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Mo i with them. but my pzayer thal be that the 
 * F Lotd will ſodainly turne theirhearts 02 
in his good time, pay them their iult de⸗ 
i ferts. Truelp ot this ſozt of men, A thaun 
God, in all my daies, (although J haue 
| 
, 


{card E many) did J neuer knowe moꝛe 
then thꝛee, which if it had pleaſed the 
L.02d, were toomany by two x one: theſe Three 
the were naturall bꝛethꝛen, men mar- brothers, 
uelous politique in ſundꝛy ſciences , and 
wouldly wiſe, but los the iudgments of 
God: the two younger werehanged, not 
z3 manpyeares ſince, iuſtly condemned foz 

high treaſon, and the third being the elder 
$ b2other, was taken in adulterꝑ, and with 
a knife ſtabbed in, and flam by the hands 
okhis owns wife: and ſo farre as vn 
| JF derſfand, thereis not one ot the name left 
I aliue. The foole (ſaith the, Prophet) doth 26.14. I 
ſay in his heart ther is no God,F doubtles 
they which with their tougues do pꝛofane 
his wo2d, deny not the ſame thing, oꝛ at 
lealf that which is as euil, foꝛ beũdes, 
that bet weens God and his woꝛzd there is 10h. 1. I. 
al Waies a mutuall relation, ſo as the ons 
is not without the other , wee ind in the 
Scriptures, that God is the woꝛd: and foz 
all thoſe that are departed this life,un that 

54 mind, 
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SE} mind Jleane them to God ( though with 
141 out repentanto, we ſay they tould not be 
1 ſaued,) And as foz thoſe that be pet li⸗ 
1 uing Aloks faz nothing moꝛze aſſuredlp, 
| || then to hears tell of their ruine and ſo 


likewiſe J leaue them. 
Papiſts, +; Reaſe There is yet another ſort; which 
1 doe not ſo broadly blaſpheme God, as 
a thoſe incredulous wretches of whom we 
haue ſpoken: But they affirme, yea, and 
z that very boldly, that through the diver- 
& || - ſity of tranſlations the Scriptures are fal- 


{ ſidſied in ſuch wiſe that no certainty is left 
© | _ forbelicfcoreſtypon;thisthing although 
190 with the grape and learned ſort may hap- 
19 pily not goe for payment, becauſe they 

1 are able to iudge betwixt euery tranſlati- 
12) on & his originall: yet are the meane ſort 
1 31 ſhrewdly handled with that = 
174 for thus ſtretch they out that obĩection. 
1 a abies The Scriptures (ſay tbey) were deliuered 
'F ||| -: : + bytheParriarches, Prophets & Apoſtles, 
i Wil ſet downe in the Hebrew. „and Gtecke 

| Wit tongs, afterwards tranſlated aftcr diuers 
15 faſhions by men: yea ſuch men as were ei- 
AY ther ignorant of the truth, or. partiall in 
i Ii] their own conceits, for doth not the diſa- 
| 3ff 28 of our Bögli tranſlations beare 
1 8 witn elle 


ger with theix Pope-holy righteouties 


Þ, men would be ſo good, as to ſhew forth 
'Y our erroꝛs, they ſhould both be heard and 


Euerlaſting life. 24 
witne ſſe, and make the caſe plain enough. 

Reli. J know theſe w2anglers'ſome- 
what too well, and doe perceine the wili⸗ 
nelle, not of them(as I weene)but of Sa- Trim obs | 
tan: Theſe men,becauſe they tan no lon- <2". 


ſit in the-conlriences of the godly , and 
cauſe them to imbꝛace that whoꝛdome of 
the Sea ol Nome, would pet bee loth that 
Satan ſhould leeſe his intereſt, in thoſe 
that may be ſwaped, by any ſwing of rea⸗ 
ſon, to incline to the part, if thoſe good 


thanked. J remember well that J haue * 
often heard this obiection, but who were 
the obiectoꝛs:truip a few ſilly men either 
papiſts, oꝛ newters, of ſome little iudge⸗ 
ment moze then hozfes, at whom the 
wiſe doe laugh, and the Godly hearted 
ſpew. It is ſufficient foꝛ our aſſarance, 
that the Loꝛd hath pꝛomiſed to bee ſuch a 
patron and p2otecto2 of his 22d, That it 
ſhal nor periſh, when heauen & e arth ſhal 
be brought to naught;& that he wil haue, Wes. 
na title added to it or diminiſhed fromir, ? 
Therekoꝛe let vs giue them ouer and har⸗ 
ken to sur Sauiour Chꝛict, pꝛomiſing 


that 


. The way to 

Apo. 22. . : 

18. 19 fyat-Whoſoever belieueth ſhal be ſaved, | 
Mat. 16. is bleſſed, ſhall be pardoned of al his fins, 
16. & haue lifeeuerlafling. And contrariwiſs {| 


10. 20. 29 threatning, that whoſoeuer belieue th not 


Act. 16.31 clicuet! 
Ro. — ſhall neuer be ſaued, but abide the euer- 


Ich. 3. 36 laſting curſe of God, 1 * 
God. Reaſ. Well, let thus much ſuffice con- 


cerning the word pf God. Now I pray 
you let vs returne to ſpeake of God ſome⸗ 
what more: you ſay that thenature or e ſ- 
ſence that is common in the God head a- 
mong the perſous of tne Father, the Son, 
and holy Ghoſt. is one fingle ſubſtance , 
vnable to be ſeuered? 

Reli. So I ſay indeed, foz otherwiſe 
thould it come to paſſe that fo many per- 
ſons as there be, fo many Gods ſhould 
there bee ſenerally deniden: therefoꝛe 
theſs thꝛee perſons vnited togither, in 
nature, are neuer ſeperated, but diffm- 
gutthed, fo as the father, is thefather ow 
ly,the Sonne the Don onelp, and the holy 
Ghoſt the holy Ghoſt oneip. 

Rca As theſe three perſons are but one 
Godin god- head, ſo are they like wiſe ot 
one euerlaſtingneſſe or eterniny 7 and of 
one equality without degree? 

Reli. Pea truelp, ſaue that in ozder, the 
Father 


Euerlaſting life. 11 
Father is the firſt, being of none, but 
himlelle alone: the Sonne is ſecond be⸗ 
gotten of the Father: the holy Ghoſt is 

the third, by an vnſpeakable manner pꝛo⸗ O. der. 
ceeding ol them both. 3 

Rea ſ. utely, fo far as I can perceiue, thi 
miſtery is moſt wenderfull, and vnpoſſible 

to be conceiued by man: | 

Reli. Therekoꝛe full wiſely hath hee 
taught vs to belieue, and reuerence the 
ſecrets of God, that ſaith, Fides non habet 
meritum, ⁊ Gi ratio habet expertmentum. 

Rea, Be ſides theſe, what other things 
are e to conſider chiefy n Goq⸗ Exo. 20.5 
Reli. That he is exteeding iuſt in punich⸗ 42 
ing the diſobedient, and wicked, and that Mercy and 
he is exceeding mercifull to the godiy, and 
ſuch as loue him, foz it is witten, That 
vnto ſuch the Lord is mercifull & graci- 
ous, ſloyy to anger, aboundant in gopdnes p,, x 
and truth reſeruing mercy for thouſands, 
forgiueing iniquity and trauſgteſſion. 

' | Rea, But it ſeemeth by this order of his 
mercy and iuſtice, that ſome thinges doe 
come to paſſe, which God willeth not, o- 
therwiſe ſnould there neede no puniſh. 
ment, and therein I cannot perceiue how 
his omnipotency is not impeached? 


3. 6 


Reli. 


1:8 12 The way to 
1 Reli. Doubtleſehe tould net be God, 1 
„ ffanything ſhould happen, that he wos 
+ |] =, Mothanecometopaſlſe, whereofthe Apo⸗ 1 
| || le was full waryin this faping., God 
h. 13.8, bringeth all things to paſſe according to 
11 the counſell of his owhe will; | 
T || Rea, Yet can I hot perceive, how his 
15 | Juſtice and metcy doe agree together. 
; 


? "2 : 
1 
: 5 
1 


Keli. Theſe two are reconciled, and 
well made manifeſt, in his fonme. Foz 
17 Alter our firſt parent Adam, by the etor⸗ 
if hall decreement, had caft himſelfe;and all 
+ | his pꝛogenp, info the defitement of finms, 
130 God did raife him vp againe in this ſe⸗ 
e. I. 38 Cold Adam, ęuen leſus Chriſt, foz which 
'F 0 tauſe he is called, the Lambe ſlaine from 
4 the beginning of the world. 7 87 
1 0 Rea, What meane you by that word 
15 il ſinne? : Sa © AY LAI Ke, 
FE "Mare18, Reli. A tall any thing fine, that in 
1 thought, woꝛd, oꝛ derd, is committed con- 
trary to the law and will of God. 
1 | Reaſ. And may a man ſay without ſin, 
1 that ſinne is willed by God: by 
* With Reli. Surely God ought not to be cal- 
led the authoꝛ of ſinne; foꝛ how can ini- 
© Htifty iſſue from that fountaine, where 
tbthing is, ſaue onely the cleare mor 
e 


euerlaſting life. 13 
of righteoulnes : Potwithſtanding, ſg 
farre am J from holding him a finer , 
that reuerently doth aſcribe all thinges to 
the pꝛouidente of G O D, that Jaccompt 
him rather an ignirant and blaſphe-- 
mous ſinner that ſupppleth any thing ta 
happen by foztune, 82 chance, as if Gay 
were ignorant oz carelefle thereof, 

Rea. Heere I perceiue the nayle is dri⸗ 
ven to the head, therefore you had need 
o diſcreetly to worke, leaſt God be diſa- 
ble in any thing, that is due to his omni- | 
potency, or that more be attributed to his A meane 
power, th agreeth with his iuſtice. Verily ta be 8þz 
this is the thing, wherein I haue not onely **** % 
long time longed to be inſtructed, bur al- 
ſo beene greatly troubled in minde about 
the ſame: | pray you therefore what is 
the prouidence of God? | 
Acligi. By this wozd Prouidence, ig Prauidegg 
meant the incomprehenſible foze-knows 7" £8; 
ledge, and wiſdome , whereby from the 
fartheſt end of eternity , God did behold, 
appoint, aud pꝛouide, when, where, and 
wherefoze , all thinges in Yeauen and 
earth Gould be: as alſo his vameaſara- 
blo, and omnipotent power, by which he 
hath bzought, bzingeth, and will wth 


0 


0 The way to 
the ſame things, in thier ſeaſons effect; 
ally, to paſſe, accoꝛding ta his owne will 
an purpoſe. . 4 $3354 
Rea. But ſich the Lord is righteous, and 
io farre off from willing ſinne, that on the 
conttary part, he doth not onely forbid it, 
but alſo moſt grieuouſly puniſh it, how cã 
we ſay that finne doth attend vpon the or- 
dinances of God? _- "Ros ; 
1 Reli. Certainly my very ſoule doth 
Neuber keare, leaſt by ouer much bolbneſſe, A. 
F-||}; za nor thould violate; o: ſeeme to neglect that 
Þ |/|| cimorgus. rule ofreuerence , that in Gods behalfe , 
10 is to be obſerued: On the otherſide J 
would be loath, that by too much cawar⸗ 
dize, J ſhould diſhonoꝛ the truth: therfoze 
as there waut not teſtimonies of ſcrip⸗ 
ture to warrant this doctrins , ſo J think 
it not vnmext, that herein J follow that 
generall ſentence of the Apoſfle, whereof. - 
wee hane already ſpoken , namely that 
1 Bt God bringeth all rhinges ro paſſe accor- 
4 31" Ephe. . 11 ding ts the councell of his owne will, and 
F i! leaſt Jmap ſeeme to gineto much liber⸗ 
ty to my owne interpꝛetation, 1 will 
alſo incline to the doctrine of Saint Au- 
guſtine who ſaith to the very ſame effect, 
The will of God is the chiefe and t 
15 P 
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pall cauſe of all manner of actions & mo- 


Aug. 


tons whatſoeuer, for there is nothing that, cinta: lib 


proceedeth not from that vnſearchable 
wiſdome and wil of his. Df theſe two w 
gather, that if the will of God be the pꝛin⸗ 
cipall , and originalll cauſe of all thinges, 
that is to ſay , of all actions and motions: 
Either that ſinne doth come to paſſe ac- 
co2ding to that ſoueraigne will of his, oꝛ 


elſe that ſinne is nothing at all: that is tu by rde will 
ſap neither action noꝛ motion, Which ab- of Gol. 


ſurdity by no meanes can bee granted: 
wherefoze vnder theſe two banners , 
though the firlt may animate a right co- 
war dly ſouldicr, dare now moze bouldly 
thew thee areaſon of mine one, r this it 
is: By Angels and men did ſinne take pol⸗ 
{:Mton of this woꝛld, as appeareth rights - 
ly, in the declining of our firſt parents, 
Adam and Eue. But neither Angels noz 


Pen were ener ſeperated from the go- g ment 


uernment and ſubiection of their Lo2d 
and maker. Ergo Sinne doth poſſefſe the 
Y vo2ld, by the ozdinance, that is to ſap, 
F the will and appointment of GOD: 
This thing is witneſſed by the Apoſtle, 


of Ged. More-oucr behold faith-the 19. 
Wy Lord 


1 who ſaith, that, No man ſhall reſiſt the wil Rom. 6. 
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Lord Thaue created the Smith that blow 


eth the coales in the fire, and him that 
bringeth forth an inſtrurnẽt for his work. 


Eſiy. 56.4 J, 1 ſay, haue created ehe deſtroyer to de- | 
troy. Pany ſuch teſkimonies may bes 


recited ont of the woꝛd of God; But bes 


canſe the wicked will here take the bit 


in their teeth (actompting God the au 


| 1 | 1 refiraine thoꝛ of ſinnt) and runne on headlong al⸗ 
| | | fothewic-tor theirowneappetite, to all kinde of 


kev. miſchiels, as though it were not meerely 
bnlawhull : wee muſt befoꝛe ws goe any 


further, ſeeke to abaite their courage, and 


take away that buckler, where vnder 
they will chield and defend their pꝛeten⸗ 
ded innotency; Therefoze , although by 
that almighty eye of God, nothing doth. 
paſſe in the whole wozld vnſeene, and 
therefoze not vnwilled : pet cannot God 
be called the Authoꝛ of euill, fo2 ſaith the 
Apoſtle, There is no yprighteouſnes with 
Goo +7 ttt 355g 

But the coꝛruption of the minde af the 
firſt man (faith Malter Calvin) by which 
we are become ſinners, came partly by 


the pꝛoturement of Sathan, partly by 


diznnot the frailty of nature, which nature man 
ad did defile, by his alone nn — 
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wilkull fall from whence wee perceiue, 


(reſpecting the meane and ſecond cau⸗ 

ſes) that mankinde dotb poriſh thꝛongh 

bis owne default; And in as much as na 

man ſinneth vnwillinglp, but ol his own Man nec 
acco2>; foz the moſt part, no man is vn⸗ = 
iuſtip puniſhed by the hand of GOD, foz 4 


| | why? that is the onely cauſe of finne,thaf 
- doth. exclude all other cauſes beſides it 


f:ife : but God excludeth no mans wiil in 
his owne actions: Ergo, God is not the | 
onely caujs of ſinne. If any man will ob- Argument 
iect, that man isnot the cauſe of his own Oils 
euill, in as much as God the ſoueraigne 
cauſe of cauſes doth pꝛeſcribe the event, 
and direct euerp action to the appointed 
end. I anſwer out of the Maior of my fog- 
mer argument: that is the onely cauſe of 1 
_ which ercludeth all cauſes belldes Anſwrer. 
it ſeife. 

But man in ths wicked actions of A- 
dolatrp, Purther, Adultery,Lheft, ana 
fach other neglecteth the commannde- 


ment of God and ſo farre foꝛth as in him 


lieth, excludeth all cauſes, ſaue his 


sone wicked luſt onelp , Ergo: Man in 
chat reſpect , is the onely cauſe of finne 
Id tuſtly deſerneth the w and , 


1 


18 The way to 
rettion of God, as witneſleth the Þ3o- | 
phet ſaying, thy deſtruction O Ifracl com- 

oſee. 13 meth of thy ſelfe, 5 
Nea. l haue heard thee ſay ere now thae 
| Angels and men were created according 
| to Gods owne likenes, that is, of a ſound | 
R_ and vpright diſpoſition and will: which 
©  *thing truely is very conuenient in the eye 
of reaſon, for if they had beene ordained ! 
euill by nature, or to that end that they 
ſhould decline from that eſtate by the wil / 
of God, it ſhould argue God to bee vn- 
righteous, at leaſt in reſpect of that pur- 
oſe of his. | 
Reli. Map it is rather an incounent- | 
ence manp waies which thou vttereſk, 
Abſurdi - except the will of God were not woꝛthy 
ties, to be the rule of righteonſnefſe ; but ſee 
bobhat other abſurdities doe ariſe out or 
this ſuggeſtion of thine, as this: God 

treated Angels t men in al points found 
not pꝛetending that they ſhould degene⸗ 
rate, neuertheleſſe they are became euill 
"and haue peruerted that eſfate of integri⸗ 
ty. Ergo they haue bꝛoken the wil of God 
und tonueped themſelues out of his oꝛ⸗ 
-dinance: as who ſhouldſay they are ther- 
koze exempted from all ſubiection of their 
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bozne againſt him. Again, all men at this 

day Arecoxrupte and euill. Ergo, all men 

that are now lining , are without the 

compalſſe of the o2dinance of G OD. 

Theſe and many other ſach abſurdities, 

— follow neceſſarily of thine obiec- 
Ne 
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grity was the iubiect of God, but after bis 
fal alſo, c in this caſe may the conſe quent 
. at the whole rout, or fort ot wic- 

ed men are comprehended within the 
ordinance of God? Neuertheleſſe the cors 
ruption ef nature and all the euill actions 


will and malice of Satan, and the frailey n+ 
of the workers. 
Reli. Trulp J. muſt needs confeſſs , 7 
that this ſhift pꝛoctedeth not altogither:, 
from ſimplicity; Notwithffanding il wa 
bend our affection imply to accept of ths 
fame;we ſhal fal very 2 to * 


maker; becauſe they haue beene Hub / 


Nea. Nay ſir, herein as Ttake it you — 
haue deceiued your ſelfe, wich pauſible 
ſurmiſes: for if the eſſentiall eſtate of man 
be conſidered apart, from his faulty qua- 
r- liey, not onely Adam in the time of inte- 


of men may fimply be transferred; to the Corrgti 
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Fl:pkery the hlaſphemous Maniches, which do op- 


— poſe Satan againd God, fo2 pet againe . 


— ſhall God be omnipotent, if any o⸗ 
ther ſacceſſe of thinges fall out , then as 
doth beſt agree with his good pleaſure : $1 
nap then how ſhall wee not take the holy 
Ghoſt napping with infinite leaffnges, ! 


which ſaith , there is no euill in the Citty 


Amor, 3.6 which the Lord hath not done. Againe 


Lament i. 


er, 38. Out of the mouth of the Loꝛd p2ocoedeth | 
good and enill : hee hath made all things ö 


foꝛ his owne ſake, pe euen the wicked , 


fo2 an eulll day, ec. Notwithſfanding it 
we alude to that will of God, which hee 


hath reuealed vnto vs accozding to which 
he is trucly ſaid to be God, that can in no 
wile will ſin, but he ſhall foꝛthwith be vn⸗ 


Pro, 6. 4 


righteous , ſu far am J from not conſen⸗ 


ting thereunto, that sn the contrary paxt 


I yeld the whole aſſent of my ſoule. But 


ting _ that wee may diſcourſe of this matter 
b 
wed, 5 ſerue two thinges: the firſt whereof is 


this: how, oꝛ in what ſozt fin entred in- 


tothe heart of man: the ſecond, of what 


olect 02 — againſt God theſe 
ws ſhall make it manifeſt enough , that 


moꝛe familiarly, we are eſpccially to ob- 
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any time, hereafter, rutkle aut his part, ei 


ther in this wozld, oz elſewhere, without 
his pattent, 02 commilſion fro the Lo2d: 
as touching the firlf of theſe wee agree ac- 
toꝛding to the o triptures that Adam, in 
bis effate of . in all d inſtrumen⸗ 
tall parts of his body, had a p2opoztiona- 
ble reſomblance. aſwell in ſoule as minde 
ts the Jinage of God (J meane not in per⸗ 
ſon, but in holineſle) ſa that hee ſtood at 
that time in ſuch high and heauenly per⸗ 
fection that no title could be added faz his 
greater integrity: how be it wee are well 
aſſured, that God neuer did beautiſie 


him with the oznament ol conancy, * 
whereby hee might haue obtained abe-: 


nefſe , and power to ſtand out in that e⸗ 


tate. Now therefazeis it mauifeſt, that. 


ſinne, beginning at the ſame vnconſtan⸗ 


q. to inſinuate among the good parts ok 


Adam toke not cusn there his very oꝛi⸗ 


nnall as a thing hapning, oꝛ comming by 


chance, foz this onely reaſon, that God. 


M would not furniſh him (as in truth there 


was no law to bind him) with conffancy, 


Yaſwellas with all other notable endow⸗ 


ments as in whom he had-f62e-02dained, 
wee be tickle, & but 
C3 change⸗ 


The firſt, 


Note wel. 
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changeable good. Fozhow was it polli⸗ x 


ble that any thing/ſhould intrade it ſelfs 
into the woꝛſte of God, whereofhe was 


not onely moſt wary and herdfull, but of 


power alſo to intercept any thinge that 
might offend him? fo2 this cauſs doudt⸗ 


leſle it is ſaid. That the people of Iſrael & 


AR 4.27 the Gentiles did gather themſelues togi- 


ther, againſt our Lord and Sauiout leſus 
Chriſt, to do whatſoeuer the hand & coũ- 


ſel of God had appointed to he d ne from 
eucrlaſting ,in whom (ſaith the Apoſtie) 


we were predeſtinate efore the founda- 
tions of the world. Finally we ſind that 
befo2e the inſtant of mans creation. much 
mo2e then befoze he fel away from righ⸗ 
teonſneſſe , God hath planted inthe gar⸗ 


Erbe. x. 4 


den, a tre of the knowledge of ga> and 
etl. In this truely can we perceine none 


other appearance of truth, but that Gads 


vnchangeable purpoſe would haus him 
to ta®thereof, although he were foꝛbid⸗ 
den: foz why; had not this thing bin pꝛe⸗ 
fixed by the detreꝛement of God, hy made 
he that tree of nature by it ſelf: rontrary 
to 5 relf?why made he any differfce 


and euil at al? who without doubt 
Uld haue made as eaſtly the things b! 5 he 


4 c 15.2, 5, 290d. Wh ey 


would, as he can eaſily dos the thinges 
that be done. Why made he any of the in- 
fruments whersby man was changed , 
namely, Satan, and the Serpent:lo thou 
doſf perteiue (A hope) daylight at this 
little wicket. 


As touching the ſecond thing herein to oond. 


de obſerued, namely, of what power oꝛ 
efficacy ſinne is againſt God, J ſay that 
albeit many fond and vnto ward witted 
men, haue maintained in time paſt two 
dꝛiginall beginnings of thinges , alcri⸗ 
bing to good thinges, GO D foz the au⸗ 
thoz, and to the euill thinges the diuell, 
whom with his euill thinges, thep diuel⸗ 
liſhly deemed moze eternall, then God x 
good thinges,and that, Maugre the might 
of God, the diuell plaied all his vngrati⸗ 
ous pageants : vet conſtdering, that eue⸗ 
ro man but meanely inſtructed in the 
ſchole ot reaſon, is ready to ſpewe at this 
blaſphemy ,- J hope a few teſtimonies, 
from among many, may ſerue to ſuffice 
the godly : wee read therefoze in the hiſ 
tozp of that righteous man lob , that- 


Satan could not once touch his perſon, Lob. 1+ 17 


goods, noz cattle, befoze ſuch time, 
as the LO R D had giuen him leaue> 
C 4 Like⸗ 
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Likewiſe, th: Diuels beſoucht our Da⸗ 
Mat. 8. 3 1. uiour Jeſus Chꝛiſt ſaping: It chou caft vs 
out, ſuffer vs to go into the heard of ſwine | 
Moꝛesuer if we ſhould hunt out by curi⸗ 

ous ſpeculation; the creation sf Angells, 

the canſe manner, time and place of their 

fall (which little pertaineth to edification 

but rather fo feede their itching and fan- 

taſticall eares, that cannot content them⸗ 

felues , with the ſimplicity of faith) wee 

Gould find that Sathan in his firſt effate, 

Nete we), was the creature of God , and therefd2e 

can haue but a power ſubiect in the execu- 

tion of ſuch wickednes, asheerecuteth. 

Meane Kea. Be it as thou haſt ſaid,for it accor- 

Cauſe, deth well with reafon: But let vs come 

backe to the ſecond inſtrument or maine 

caule of Adams fall, namely the ſetpeat, 

becauſe ] would gladly vnderſtand, whe- 

ther hee ſerued Satan as an inſtrument in 

that enterprize , or whether of his one 
mallice, he did help to delade the woman, 
knowing before hand the lamentable e- 

nent of tranſgreſſion. | 


Reli. Truelp albeit the Serpent was 
moſt ſubtili of beaſts, befoze ſuch tune 

as thegift was taken from him foz his 
fault, and in that reſpect like enough to 
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maligne the eſtate of man, ifhe were ca- 
pable thereof;yet do J perteine no reaſon, 
that he ſhould haue any in-ſight at all into _  - 
the calamity of tranſgreſſion; Noꝛ pet 5 *** ry 


he might any way be inconſedby malitt ? 


os pꝛetents to bꝛing mankind ints Apo- 
ſtacp: But this doth offer it ſelfe mozs 
meetly to mine opinion, that Satan, (as 
ſaith P. Caluin in his erpoſition, vppon 
that part of Scripture) hauing then had 
no familiarity og communication with 
man, ſtanding then in need of an inſtru⸗ 
ment, did choſe out the ſubtill ſerpent, be⸗ 
cauſe he was the apteft, oz moſt actiue fo 
ſach an exploit, into whom fo the better 
finiſhing therof he conueyed himſelfe,and 
ſo gat acceſſe moꝛe fitly to the woman. 

Kea. Well then, as for thine arguments 
of Gods diuine prouidence, truely I muſt 
needs confeſs, that I find them in ſome re- 
ſpect ſo plauſible, and matching with rea. 
ſon, that thou doſt almoſt compell me to 
yeeld vnto thee: yet for as much as God is 
therby brought in ſuſpition of euil I draw Obieci- 
back and dare not frankly yeeld my con- 995 *- 
ſent; Therfore may it not be ſaid that God Sac 
doth appropriat al things which haue any 5 
inſtinct of nature, beſides man to his own 
direction 
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Ariection, & turne man ouer to his pecu- 
lier choiſe of well or ill doing, hauing rea- 
ſon and the word of God, as Lanterns to 
guide bim aght 2 

Neve well Rel. Qerily , neither tan I perceine a- 
iy reaſon that ſhould mooue the L oꝛd to 
mue the law out-of his owne hand,conſt- 
dering he was not ignorant how apt man 
was to abuſe himſelfe, and to incline to 
the euill part; Except God wers well 

leaſed, that man Gould run headlong 
fits that labozinth of miſchiefe, into 
which wee all ars fallen, thꝛough his de⸗ 

Free-wilj, fault t and then commeth all to one rec- 

=" konmg, foꝛ his will is alſo there. Not- 
withſtanding ; J wot well there be cer- 

taine Free-willing Papiſts, Anabap⸗ 

tiſts, Pelagians, Celeſtines, and others, 

Which doe ſtoutly maintain, that man in 

his naturall power hath that validity 

ts tlimbe into the heauens : But out Sa⸗ 

tour Jeſus Chꝛiſt, repꝛooueth all ſuch, 
fayitig.No man can com to me, except the 

10,6. 44, father that ſent me draw him. Again you 

haue not choſen me (faith he) but l haue 
lob. 15. 16 choſen you and ordained you, thatlye go 
; and bring forth fiuite. To which merrit- 
5 2 mongers 
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mongers, the Pꝛophet ſaith: Their owne 
arme did not fave them, but the right 5. 
hand of the Lord, and the light of his 
countenance , becauſe hee did fauduc 1. co 4, 6 
them. Likewiſe, ſaith the Apoſfle: Waac 15 
haſt chou that thou haſt not receiued, if 
thou haſt receiued it, why doſt thou re- 
ioyce: aschough thou hadſt not receiued 
ir? WNeoner,the ſteps of a man, ſaith Sa- - 
lomon, are ruled by the Lord, the way of LS 5 
a man is nst in himſelfe, the Lord hath Rom. 18 
mercy on whom he will haue mercy, and Ver. 16 
hardeneth whom he will harden, it is not EPhe. 3.8 
in the willer, nor in the runner, but in 
God that ſnheweth mercy: yee are ſaued 
by grace through faith, and not of your 
ſelues, it is the guift of Gd: we are not of 
our ſelues able to think any thing as of our 1 Cor. 3. 5 
ſelues. NotwithKanding all theſe, I ſay , 
and almoſt infinite numbers of ſuch like, 
dae theſe deuout men, as though it were 
foꝛ the onely dekente oꝛ ſafety of a Chriſt⸗ 
ian com non weale : violently and with 
whole thouſands of bloudy combates and 
chalenges, like foolth bold champions, 
maintaine the quarrell-of mans free will 
And why?fozfooth becauſe they would 
| | in 
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in no wiſe intangle God, oz bzing him in 
within the lists oz compaſſe of enul, this 
deuotion of theirs, will not ſuffer them, 
to entertaine ſuch teffimonies of Serip⸗ 
ture, as doe make mention of Gods pꝛe⸗ 
deſtinatton and pꝛauidence, wherein they 
thew themſelues moꝛe nice, 62 weuld 
bee accounted moꝛe holy, then the Holy 
Ghoſt himſelfe: well let it bee that all 
their irres and bzawles doe iſlue foꝛth 
ok that fountaine of zeale , and not from 
the ſlaughterhouſe of infidelity, and Pas 
W. 16.2, Janiſme, pet ſaith the Apoſtle: All chis 
zealc is blindneſſe and damnable, as not 
becing ſeaſoned with the Salt of know- 
ledge: woe be to him (ſaith the Pꝛophet) 
that forſakes God, to make fleſh his right 
0b. 2. 1, arme; Pe, heare me not, ſaith ouꝛ Sauioꝛ: 
17. Chziſt becauſe ye art not of God: Yere- 
of it commeth, that the Loꝛd doth com- 
plane by the mouth of the Pꝛophet ſap⸗ 
ing, I haue nouriſhed & brought vp chil- 
dren, but they haue rebelled againſt mee, 
EC 12. 31. the Oxe knoweth his owner, and the Aſſe 
his maiſterꝭ Cribbe, but Iſraell hath not 
knowne my wayes. n afoie tg] 
But that we map the better bethinke 
vs, and not ſonegligently paſſe oner that 
L pure 
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pure and vnſpotted, Komane Cathgs 
lique zeale, it is neceſſary that wee call 
backe the nature of mankinds to her firff 
creation. And then if it be demaunved , 
whether froe-wil were in mans nature at 
bis firſt creation: J anſwer (and pet not 
I,but the woꝛd af God) ther was ſo, foz A 
make no doubt iffr&e-wil be in God, then 
was there alſo free-wili in man; who in 
that eſtate was the liuely likelineſte, and 
Image of God : but if jt bs demanded 
whether in that nature, were any free- 
will, to vcliberate on the euill part J de- 
ny it: foz hob could Adam debate vpon 
the thing, that pet was not entred into the 
wozld , eſpecially , ſeeing with the whole 


aſſert of his mind and bodyhe was diſpo- No free. 
ſed to obey the commandement of God: will ia 
Furthermoze, behold J pzap you the gal- mans beg 


lant zeale of theſe godly men: which will 
in no wil: ſuffer the Scripturs, accoꝛding 
fo the wildome of God, to transfer all ths 
actions of men to the fozeknowlezge of 


God, and pet they themſelnes wil not ons The pa- 
ly not ceaſe with mot hateful blaſphemy, Pis zcals 


to pzoue him an ontward conſents; to all 
vngractouſneſle , but alſo moze blaſphe- 
moully gos about to attaint the very na- 
turs 
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30 The way to 
ture of God, of ſo much abhomination, 
wickednes, as by that general pꝛ ls 
on, is deſcended from Adam into his pzo- 
genx, here haue J need to beſtur nie apacs, 
fo2 if A handle not p matter right nimbly, 
this bold challeng,ſbal quickly being mozs 
fifts about mine eares , then mine owne; 
but tis no mater, 4 fear not the quarrel, 
therefoze muſt J now make god, though 
I ſeme to ſtand in bꝛiers vp toy chin, 83 
elſe cry creak, like a daſtard crauin, foꝛ J 
know defendats moꝛe then to many, p ars 
ready to ſnach vp ᷣ glaue befoze it com at 
Pp groiid:let bs yet again return to Adam, 
t with one oz two blows this fray ſhal bs 
ended. This many Lo2d ſaid was created 
ascoꝛding to his ownliknes who ð papiſts 
doe affirme. to haue received free⸗will to 
thoſe cuil, by the prerogatiue ofhis firlt e- 
ffate:but God therin is ſlandꝛed, and that 
innocency of Adam belied,fo2 yet again A 
ſap, euil was not then in the wo2ls;e ther- 
foze I perceive not, how God did ſet be- 
foze hun fire and water, e commit the ac- 
ceptance of either to his choiſe;but 3 find 
5 be ſaid vnto him, thou ſhalt not raft of 
P xreg, if thou doſt, thou ſhalt dy the death 
go to then ; the will of God was alwaies 


rightrons 


Sod flar 
died, 


Gen 33 


2 E 
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righteons, enen ſo was Adams freeneſſe, 
freely righteous, attoꝛding to the righte⸗ 
onſnes of God:ſaue y it was changeable: 
but if the defeddantiwil not foꝛ ſhame ſay, 
p finfull appetite is righteouſnes , either 
let him confeſſs that Adam had the ſams 
. appetite, that did cary him frõ his pure 9 
fate ſom where elſe, then immediatly fro 
the hand of God by treatid:oꝛ elle, let him 
conclude againſt God, that 5 vncleannes 
of Adam, came fro an vncleane wozkmat- 
ſter:02 at the leaſt that Adam was neuer 
image of the righteous God, and ſo conſe⸗ 
guently pꝛoue God a lyer, in that he did ſg 
call him. If all this be to no purpoſe, I de- 
fire to be reſolued, how the papiſt hath not 
done open wꝛong to God and wherin my 
affertid is falle, they ſay (perhaps 5ᷣ which 
they ſhould not) that onely the nature of 
Gad, J mean his righteouſnes, actoꝛding 
to which he created Adam hath ſome re⸗ 
ſpect of euill, as alſo that there pzoceedey 
fro the hand of God a ſubſtance cozruptey 
naturalp inclinable to iniquity,butmoze- 


auer, emolt vntruly, ᷣ God by a pllable Note. 


inditkereney & luke warme affection,hath 
auen his out ward conſent to all the wic⸗ 
Kdnes of thewozld,if this — 


32 The way to 
ſhall we neuer haue needed Jeſus Chꝛick 


to pay our debt, foz no remiſſion nedeth 
ifacommiſſion be once granted: but the 


wozd, 92 temmandment ot God, doth re⸗ 


fraine vs of all manner of euill, cherefoze 


map we ftedfaffiy beliene, that God ne- 


ner gaue man fre-will ts commit euill. 
Now ſir , let the indifferent gine ſen⸗ 

tencs whether theſe men haue c itted 

high treaſon againſt God, 62 4 baue ci- 


ted them to anſwere foz themſelues, by 


iuſt accuſation: if it be found, that I haue 


done them iniury, J will nat faile to ſke | 


ſome way to make them lo large amen ds 
as my fault ſhall be adiudged to requird, 


zeale muſt and foto appeaſe their charitabls anger: 
pe 1 if they be found ta haus retained no mos 


modeſty 02 defence , ſoz the righteouſnes 
of God then his own wsz2d.let their zeale 
(a Gods name) be condemned as fooliſh, 
and that J map vſe the wozds of the Apo⸗ 
file , without knowleidg: and they at laſt 
leaue off their fret will aud meritorious 
rixhteouſnes and reuerently giue place to 
the woꝛd of God which is not aſhamed 
thus bouldlp to plead in the behalfe of his 
omnipotency and pꝛouidente in_ruling , 


he 


aud diſpoſing the actions or all thinges: : 
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The Lord did harden the heart of Phara- , 5 
ob. He ſent an euill ſpirit to vexe Saul. He ,, 

hath appointed euill, and put a ſpirit of ly. I Kg. 22 
ing into the mouth of the Prophets, Hee 23- 


iCal: El i. 6 2. ly 
cauſeth man to depart from his feate Hee the 17 


hath ſent ſtrong deluſion, chat lies might E Hay. 5. 7 
be belieued: He raiſeth vp the euill in the Rem.. 28 
houſes of his own ſeruants. He doth make Exc. 14. 9 
peace and create euilʒ He giueth vp into a 
reprobate mind: He doth all the euill that 

is in the City; He deceiueth the Prophets 

which bee deceiued, ſtrecheth forth his 

hand vpon thofe Prophets, that himſelfe 

hath deceiued, and deſtroyeth them from 

amids his people, and yet is al waies all ho- 

ly and Pha e | 


F @Uell, notwithſtanding theſe, and 
whole theuſands of ſuch like, which 
cruch in pieces the free-will of man and 
mol ſkrongly vnderpꝛop the oꝛdinante oEtk 
God, vet map J not thinke thus to packe 
vp mp pipes and bee trudging , lealf A 
ſeeme to triumph befoze the victory, and 
to boaft ofa blaſt, that ſhaketh no coꝛne. 
Therefoꝛe, hauing ſetled my ſelfe once 
againe to my defence, at length there 
alighteth this perilous ffroake: What 
lirrah, ſaith maſter Aduerſary , if eu 
D . will 
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34 The way to 


Obecen :uil io malaperliy, ancuch hat Adam had 


no kree⸗will, it ſhall come to paſſe that in 
that action of falling. he had no will at all 
and ſo conſequently that God dio vſe fon 


* actnall conſtraint: which being granted , 


how (IJpꝛap von) tould God punich him, 


Snfece, 


92 his poſterity , as being deiectedin the 
famefall- Fozſooth, J anſwer ; that 
after ſuch time as Adam had giuen care 
to Sathan, his heart began to ſ well, and 
were ſo bigge with coucupiſcence that 
hee would needes ſtrike ſaile to his owne 
misfoꝛtene: pe ſe now J goe about 


nothing leſſe then to robbe, and diſpoile 


Ap AM fa mill, that was fre vnto e⸗ 


ill. 


Mut free. 
2 only 
free vuto 


But my purpoſe is that Sathan be ac- 
compted the mediate Authoꝛ thereof: Foz 
ſarely it can in ns wiſe be a kinne to that 
will which was ginen him of God, except 
it were poſſible foꝛ God to haue a ſintull 
wüllalſo, to whoſe likeneſſe he was fra⸗ 
med, as wehanue already pꝛooued. 

.Nay I ſap mozeouer that as the will 
of Adam befoze his fail was fre bnto 


7 righteouſnefſe, and to the ſeruice of God, 
euenſs after hee had giuen his conſent 
vato Sathay , that his will, and con 


ſcquently 


N * n 
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uice of ſinne,, notable of it ſelfe , with⸗ 
out the grace of Cod, once to riſe vppe to 
behould the bewty ofrighteouſnes,no2 fs 
thinke a good thought ;-fo2 it is waitten, 
After yee were the ſeruants of ſinne, yee 
were free from righteouſnes: all are gone 
our of the way, they are all corrupt, there 
is none good, no not one: the Lord ſaw 
that the wickedneſſe oſ man was great in 


and thoughts were onely euill continue 
ally. 2 e CS | 
| Heere if the heat of mine aduerſa- 
ryes were lo farre paſt, that they would 
pauſe and bzeath , J might take oppoꝛtu⸗ 
nitp to let fall this one feeble ſtroake. 
If Ap a min his righteous eſtate, and 
I Highperfection , had power to doe the 
will of God, if he would; and vet did fal 
I thzoughinfirmity , how ſhall the Papiſt 
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ſeguently, the will of his Dffpzing,, 
was alwaies free vnto euill, and the ſer⸗ 


Ro. 6. 24. 


Pſal. 14. 3 
earth, and al the imaginations of his heart g. 


n. 6. 5 


(that of himſelfe, hath not power to 


; thinke one good tnought)fulfill the whole 

Law, and deſerue fo bountifullp foz 

himſelfe , and ſuch of his friends,as wil 

friendly conſider his paines : Alas poꝛe 

ſoule,hee had * to ſtand hard to 
2 


vis 


\ 


The folly 


ofthe Pas 
piſts. ; 


36 The way to 
his tackling , and to ply his fkumpes a- 
pate, oꝛ elſe I feare mee hee will be ta- 
ken tardie , with hippocrites and decet- 
ners of men. | 
Well allthis while doe J heape hot 
coales vpon mine owne head, foꝛ having 
granted, that the firſt mans fal did ſpzing | 
obiection. Slut of that boſom of infirnity, now muſk | 
J p2epare my lelfe to pꝛepare this coun- 
terbuff, foꝛ, ſaith the aduerſary, now are 
pe taken liks a deſperate Cockerel of pour 
Father Manicheus owne bꝛosd. Fozhow | 
could infirmity deffroy the lineaments | 
and good parts of man, and get the goale | 
againſt all that vprightneſſe where with 
God indued him. x 
J anſwer, it is true indeed: Ergo, what 
Anſwer, an abſurdity ariſcth out of free⸗will⸗ther⸗ 
fo2e if J had not transferred the whole 


intereſt of thinges ere now to the Diuine 


p20uidence of God, yet ſhall this oblec⸗ 

tion come tos late, | 
Adams Rcaſ. By the proceſſe of this circum- 
power. ſtance J perceiue that Ap AM had once 
pewer to ſtand and obſerue the comman- 
dement of God, if he would, but in that 
hee not onely would not; but alſo on tbe 
other fide wilfully and like a rebel did caſt 

| 5 | down e 
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Euerlaſting Life. 
downe himſelſe, and his off- ſpting inte 
baſe misfortune, from the top of felicity; 
ſurely it is moſt wonderfull to me: where- 
of there yet ariſeth this queſtion. Why 


would he not 2 


Reli. Doubtleſſe I cannot aduertiſe 
thee of a moꝛe fo2ceable cauſe then the 82- 
dinance of God: but if thou wilt, wee 


map yet ſpeake moze plainly. 


 Therefoze , it fared with Adam in The cauſe 
that eſtate as now adayes it doth with why A. 
many men, that will not haue great dam fell, 


plenty of money in their coffers, becauſe 
they cannot get it. Do Adam would not 
continue in his integrity (fo2 in truth hee 
fell willingly) becauſe hee could nat reſiſt 
the oꝛdinante of his God: but leſt we may 
ſeme to wander without our liſts, let 
our Saniour Chꝛiſt witneſſe the truth 
in this caſe : Come yee bleſſed of my 
Father (faith hee) poſſeſſe the kingdome 
prepared for you beſore the foundation 
of the world; Againe, hee is called the 
Lambe ſlaine from the beginning ef the 

world. b | 
Zherefozelet vs conclude, that if ths 
Lambe were flaine from the beginnng 
(whereof wee may not doubt, in as much 
D 3 a8 
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ass the h. ghoſt hath ſpoken it) e the king⸗ 

dom of heaut (the ſame kingdom J mean 

that we ſhall inioy thꝛough leſus Chi iſt 

were pꝛepared foꝛ the childꝛen of God be- 

fore the foundations of the wozld , þ the 

fall ol man was pꝛepard in like manner: 

fo: the one cannot be without the other. 
RNeaſ. Vetily in this wonderfull ſecret 

alſo Reaſon doth verily faile me. 

Reli. Anſwer thy ſelfe , it was not fo 
naucht that the Apoffle himſelfe hauing 
waded in this matter, whoſe inũght was 
neither to be meaſured by reaſon, noꝛ the 
art p2oſpectine, was foꝛced to caſt downe 
hinſelfs in this humility. O the deepe 

Nom. II. rijches both of the wiſdom & knowledge 
818 of God how vnſe arc hable are his iudge- 
ments, & his wayes paſt finding out? It 
tal be the part therfo2e of al the childꝛen 
of Eod, though they faile to cõpꝛehend d 
ſecrets of his vnſearchable wiſdom, with 
the Apoſtle to belcene, wher humane wiſ⸗ 
Gods ſe= dome ceaſeth: and not to reiett the truth 
retro be (which wes know by the ſcripture) be- 
belecued. cauſe they are not able to deſcry it. 
Re. Truly I haue not much to ſay againſt 
thee, notwithſtanding it ſeemeth yet that 
between Gods prouidence, & mans free- 
| will, 


a < 
e = do a_ AA a 


taine, we are to bethink vs whether he did 
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wil che truth hangeth in doutful ballance. 

Rel. Wel I grant it may ſeeme fobuto To no- 
reaſon, J wiltherefoze ſhew the two rea⸗ able rea- 
ſons, that ſhall conclude the matter; when ſon 
God had ſet befoze him this wonderfull 
malle, out of which he fozmedheauen an 
karth, x all things that they both doe con⸗ 


behold man fo2 whom he made the wozld, 
and were well aduiſed what enent ſhould 
follow him: if he were not, where is then 
that fozeknowledge appertaining to the 
wiſdom of God, wherofthe Apoſtle ſaith, „ Tim, 2 
The foundation of the Lord is ſure & hath 19. 
this ſeale the Lord knoweth who are his: 
And tn anotherplace coupling ts theſams 
fozcknowledge,his own wil: whom, faith 
he, the Lord hath foreknowne, them alſo 
hath he predeſt inated that they mighe be 
ke el of his fon: A bre God we 3 y 
grant this fozeknowledge , which with- 
out doubt, without great wickednes;we 
cannot deny , becauſe we ſhould accuſe 
him of ignorante, and ſo in effect allow 
him foz no God at all, then is theconclu- 
ſion both true and eaſte, that albeit the 
* mans demerites were in the 

indty exe of his perceining that man 

D4 would 
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40 he way to 
would apply himlelfe to all kind of miſde⸗ 
meanoꝛ, yet did he finde nothing that hes 


did millike, which he ſuffered to happen: 
foz he might haue ſtayed his hand in time 
good enough as à ſuppoſe. 

My ſecond reaſon cleaueth ſo faſt to ths 


The ſecõd fgze-knowledge of God, that they may 


reaſon. 


Wiſemen 
of the 


world. 


1 Tim. ! 9 


wii Rom, 9, L, 


ſeeme kater Couſins and ſome what nea⸗ 


rer; Bowbeit foꝛ as much as it will giue 


great light in the matter, as alſo becauſe 
Reaſon may very well play her part ther⸗ 
in, we will not neglect the ſame: There- 
foꝛe this it is; Conſidering that the end 
is the firſt intent of euerp agent o2 doer, 
fo that wiſe men of this wd2ld , doe ſel- 
dome take ſuch a thing in hand with⸗ 
out an eſpeciall purpoſe what ſha!l be- 
come thereof, which notwithſtanding in 
reſpect of God axe very blockes and all 
their actions of vile regard: Wee are di⸗ 
ligently to obſerue „ whether the ſame 
purpole, ought much moze to be granted 
tothe God ol all wiſedome in that nota- 
ble action of mans creation: ik it bee 
graunted (as graunted it muſt bee) in as 


much as the Apoſtle doth warrant it, 


ging, In whom wee were choſen when 


wee were prevelingge according to the 
pur- 


18 
SH 
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oſe of him which, worketh all things. 

1 would faine learne of Sim Sophifter, 

| whether God hauing appointed gur end 


ſure and certaine, in his owne vnchan- 7 more 
geable purpoſe, had fo2gotten the effici⸗ 


ent cauſes of the ſame, oꝛ left them to the 
wilde hazard of the dice, oꝛ to the gentle 
turteſie of Lady fo:tune. If becauſe we 
ſeme to carry the head in our awne hand 

(which neuer the leſle ars foꝛ the moſt 

part reſtrained of thoſe thinges wee 

we would) he will ſay that God had no 

purpoſe, when yet wee were not what to 
doe with vs. What alle will not laugh, if 
he hal confeſſe,that that purpoſets inuis- 
lable,ſceing in all earthly cauſes the Loꝛd 
wozketh by meanes? who will not thinke 
bun mad that chall exclude our thoughts, 
wo2des and deedes, from wazking the 


ende of Gods foꝛeknowledge and pur- 


poſe: 

Rea. But if God in this fort be the wor- 
ker of all things , it ſeemeth that all free. 
dome of mans-will 1s bereft, and truely 
dis is euen as much as to den) man to be 
a reaſonable creature. 


Reli. Although J haue not detracted 
from the freedome of will, ſo. much that 


72 thou 


Freedome 
of will. 
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thon haſt cauſe to yathcrthat'! conſequent 


out of my woꝛds: pet ſoꝛ my bettet art- 


ſwere to this obiection, J will vie the 
helpe of Saint Aug aſtine , Who faith. tr is 
vndoubted that wee will when we! TY 


and that we doe worke hen We worke 
bur to bee able to will, and ro bee able to 
worke ? hee bringeth to paſſe i in vs, of 
whom it is faid, God is he, that workerh 
in vs, both ro wit, and to doe: againe the 
fame Auguſtin, which of vs (faith he)dare 
auouch that man- Kind was vtterly ſpoiled 
of free. will by the ſinne of the fl man? 
freedome periſhed indeed throu ghifinne, 
but it was that freedome here with man 
was created in Paradife free to enioy full 
tiphteouſnefſe, and immortality: for the 
which the nature of mantandeth in need 
of grace, according as the Lord himſeife 
doth teſtifie, ſaying? if the Sonne do deli- 


py 2. uer you then ſhal you be free indeed, free 


Cop. 2. 


Imeane to live well, and vprightly: for fo. 


farre is it off, that freewilldid periſh alto- 
gether in Gnoers that by the fame freewit, 
men doc offend, "efpecially they that take 
pleaſute in ond which being delighted 
with finne, do with pleaſure greedily fol- 


lo the ir oyne luſts:thus much „ 
d 
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Andnow to conclude, if by that freedom Pede me 


of mans will which thou ſaiſt is bereft, 
by the doctrine of pꝛouidence, thou mean 
that man doth not euill willinglp, and 
with a plame conſent and tractableneſſe 
vnto Satan the tempter , fo farre am J 
from bereauing him of that will, that I 
affirme , his mind and will to be carried 
to euill thinges moſt willingly, acceꝛding 
to the ſaying,after ſinne, man is free from 
righteouſneſſe: fo2 the moze certainty let 
a man enter into himſelfe, and conſider 
whether it be compulſion, that doth cauſe 


granted, 


Prooſe. 


him to ſinne, oꝛ his owne voluntarp will, 


and J doubt not but he ſhall ſon perteiue 
the whole fault in his owne freewill: but 


ik bp freneſle, thou meane neuer ſo littie 


an ableneſſe of mans own pꝛoper fkregth, 
to perfoꝛme neuer ſo little good oz euill: 
J willingly doe embꝛace thy. obiecktion; 
namelp, that man hath no freedome at all, 


bnder the warrant of all thoſe places of 


Stripture which J haue already cited to 


1 that effect, and many other ſuch: foꝛ who Feats. 
F knoweth not, that if the Lo2d himſelfe , 


< 
* : 
1 


* 


ve chould anon bee made an hotchpotch, 
and 


by his onely magnificent power ſhould 
not continually ſappozt the w#ld, that 


Freedome 
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44 The way to 
and tumbled together into vtter confuſi⸗ 
on: how then can we haue the face to ſap 
that we haue ability to do this god thing, 
oꝛ that bad thing, be it neuer ſo little, as 
of dur owne pꝛoper ſtrength. | 

On the other ſide, tf thou meane the 
Papiſts deliberating oz choſing free⸗will 
. as beeing authoꝛiſed by God to doe, o2 

not to doe his owne commandement , 
who will not laugh at this fo lly? foz how 
can there be free liberty giuen, and vet a 
ſharpe reſtraint: againe as wee haue al⸗ 
ready ſaid, thole free⸗williaus ceaſe not 
to make the Lo2d of fo groſle and rude 
bnderftanding, as if good and euill were 

all good in the eye of God: but how can 
that bꝛabling be true, when the paice of 

rixhteouſnes was faine to bee paid with 

the bled of Jeſus Chꝛiſt: o2 hots could 

he call foꝛ ſatiſtaction, when as by a cer⸗ 
tame careleſnes he had conſented to euill, 

except hee were new⸗fangled accoꝛding to 

the manner of men:; 

L aſt of all, if( ſa p) man were ſo mnch 
Loꝛd of himſelfe, that hee had power to 
ſhape out his own pꝛoper foꝛtune, where 
is that purpoſe of God become, that wee 
ſpake of euen now? if God held that pur- 
pole, 
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poſe , how can man diſpoſe ot himlelfe, 

foꝛ there tannot be a ſetled determinati⸗ 

on, and purpoſe in God of man, and pet 

a peculier power in man to appoint his ? 
owne end: if by any colour the purpoſe of : 
God might be denied, which cannof bee, 
foz as much as it is wꝛitten of the child⸗ ; 
ren being not pet bone, which had done one: 
neither good noꝛ euill, the elder ſhal ſerpe niences 
the younger, that the purpoſe of God, wolow-] ng 
which is acco2ding to election might xe- frre 
maine ſure; then would all theſe intonue⸗ 

mences following, fal out agamt God, 

1. Firſt and chielly, that he is tarelelle 
of man, whom in uch ſoꝛt he hath giuen 
vy to himſcife. 

2. Detondip, that God is vain, E idle: 
fo2 how can hee be otherwiſe, p without 
any meditation, oꝛ requeſt, hath dane ſuch 

hinges as hinſelfe in no wiſe regardeth. 

3. Thirdlp, that the Stripture, bearing : 
witneſle of his tender loue, and ichuũe 1 
auer his people, is falſe. Kim, 

4. Fourthly, that he neuer ſent Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, to pay the ranſomof our ſinne. 

5. Fiftly, that he made not man foꝛ 
his glozy, with that Angelicall difference 
from inſenſible creatures to ſerue 1 
but 


Worl es 
foreſcenc, 


"46 The way to 
but rather to obey his owne luſt. 

6. Dirtly that God doth communicate 
ö with tome fellow parteners , as Sathan, 


' foztune: oꝛ man, in the gouernment of 
| | Holecreatures that be his owne. 


7. Seauenthly, ſo farre as 4 tan per- 
teiue, we might from hence ſhew pꝛeſt⸗ 
dents of authoꝛity that it is not vnlaw- 
full foz vs to liue careleſſe of God alto- 
ether, fozif God be careleſſe of vs, by 
what means ſhould he bind vs to ſo much 
duty and alegiance, as hee hath comman- 
ded by his own wo2d;nay it ſhould ſeeme 
that we might be careleſſe of ſuch a God 
as had in none other ſoꝛt vouchſafed to 
p2outre fo2 our ſafety: but we know that 
all theſe are faiſe , and therefoꝛe doe finde 
our ſelues moſt bound to ſerue our God 
in all thankkulnes c dutikull obedience. 

Now Sir, if Þaiſer Aduer{ary will 
taſt about, and come vpon me with this 
double blow, accoꝛding to his tuſtome, 
and ſay, God foꝛeknew indeede from e⸗ 
uerlaſting who were his , 1 acco2ding to 
the ſame fo:cknowledge , determined of 
man al after his defert ſhould require; & 
that and werabte to the pꝛopoꝛtion of his 


god 62 euill, God did fozeſee and purpoſe 


to ſhape cut his rewards foꝛ him, like e 
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the Taylv2: 5̃ fog ſaning ofcloath cutteth 

after fhefrantlamofhis meaſure: leans 

the Apofiit ta dar my mefſage-m his eare 

which otherwiſe:may eme to call him 

open lyer z Daying2 The purpoſe of God Rom.. ir 
doth ex amin ax erding to election not of *. 
workes,but of himthat calleth, t againe ,, * 
That ele ctiomis of grace: not of works. 
On the other ſide the ourr-ſitting of flat 
contraries doth xeguire i; that the repꝛo⸗ 
hates 2 of taſts; ſhould be reiected ac⸗ 
coꝛding to the indgement of God, whom 
he had pꝛepared foꝛ his gloꝛy to deſtruc⸗ 
tion: foꝛ ſa doth the Apiſtie witnes, be⸗ 
des this alſo, very reafon doth inſtruct 
vs, that as often as the ſcripture maketh 
mention ot che pꝛedeſtination ot the cho⸗ Ra. . 22, 
ſen fo2t;ſo aft is the pꝛedeſlination of the Them gro- 
repꝛobates confirmed: Now therefoꝛe to 3 
giue frie⸗ will his packing penny, we may e ae. 
baldly ſap, pf frie-will he, Gods pꝛoui⸗ 

dente is not, if Gods pꝛouidẽte is, let theſe 
teſtimonies ſuffice, He is with euery little providanae 
bird chat falleth on the groũd, he feedeth Nia. 18.5 
the Rauẽs & prouideth for euery foule of Ms, 26. 
che aire, he nũbreth the hares of our head M2 10. 
E ſufferech not one haire to periſh with- Us 241 
but his wilzhe diſpoſeth che lots: he telleth 

* dies, aumbrech our months, & limi- 
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confured * . ö 1 
ontuted g dement ts man, to prooue that man hath 
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M. Be za. 


48 Thewayto 
teth our bound hith e ſhalnot paſſe 
&c. To pꝛoue that free mill is nat, A craue 
none other witneſſe then S. Auguſtine, 
writing vpon the 2. Epiſtle af Pelagius, 
chap. 10. can ſee flothing (faith he) in the 
whole ſcriptures giuen by Godin eõman- 
free- wilf that may not be found either to 
be giuen of Godstiberaliryzor required to 
ſer korth the aſſiſtaner ofhis grace. 
Reaſ. What thinke you then of the per⸗ 
misſion or ſufferanee of God, whereby he 
is faid to ſuffer ſinnes. 0 
Reli. If in ſuülkerance, we obſerneal- 
waies this thing x that God woꝛketh not 
pꝛoperly in the wicked; but doth leaue 
them ouer to Satan and their own luſts, 
and pet reſerue his pꝛouidence, that he 
may not ſtand as an idle looker on ſure⸗ 
ly we ought not to reiett it, but ik any 
ſhall goe about to ſet Cods ſufferance, 
and his will at oddes, hee will looſe his 
labour and pꝛodue himſelfe a fodleHere⸗ 
vpon ſaith M. Be za full well, in his booke 
of queſtions and anſwers, if ſufferance 
be matched againſt willingnefle, firff J 
ſay it is falſe, & ſecondly vtterly again 


reaſon. 
That 


bh E 
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That it is fall is manifeff by this that if 
ad ſuffer any thing to be done againſt 
his wil, then ſurely is he not God, that is 
to ſap, almighty: But if he be ſaid to ſut⸗ 
fer athing, as though he were rechleſle , 
how farrs are wee from the opinion of. 
Epicurus 2 It remaineth then, that loke 
hor he ſuffereth 2 — — , m= 1 _—_ 
reth it willingly ; herewith doth Saint , __.. -. 
Auguſtine agree ſaying: if wee ſuffer ſuch 1 
as ate vnder our correction, to doe wic - an, hb, T7 
kedly in our fight : Wee muſt needes be cap, 3. 
thought acceſſaries to their wickednefle, 
but God doch permit ſinne to rangewith- 
out meaſure euen before his eies, wherein 
if he were not willing, ſurely hee would 
not ſuffer it in any wiſe, and yet is hee 
righteous notwithſtanding : Now thera⸗ 
foe to ffoppe the mouthes of cauilieres, 
which in no ſence will away with this 
diſtinction of will and ſufferance . but a 
non doe gine ſentence by a neceſſary con⸗ 
ſequent, that GOD is the anthoz of 
ſinne, let vs ſee whether the Apoſtle doth 18 
ſs conclude: what (faith hs) If God wil- Rom. 12 
ling to ſhe his wratn, and to make his a 
power knowne, did ſuffer with long pa- 
tience , the veſſels of wrath, prepared co 
| 1 ä deſtructi- 
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ſcience to binde oz knitte bppe, the 


gether , as by the circumttante of |} 
the ſame Chapter moſt enidently ap⸗ 
peareth : Ergo, they are all cauillers 
that doe ſay that GD D ſaffereth any | 
Wranglers NN that hee hath not willed befoze | 
and $ 


Rea, Thus haſt thou not onely defen- | 
ded and very ſufficiently proued the pro- | 
uidence of God, but alſo as it were by the | 
haire of the head haled free-wil of choo- 
ſing, and al idle ſufferance out of doores, 
which in truth haue been the profeſſed e- | 

Gods will demie s to the ſame prouidence of old 
and pumſh tine :Now therefore I pray you declare in 
ment. vbhat ſort God doth wil ſinne, and yet iuſ.t- 
puniſh ir with that dre dſull deſtruction 
of body and ſoule. 4 

Reli. Thou knoweff the will of God 

ts onely the rule of righteonſneſſe, 
Exed.14.4 from whence it is his good will and plea- F 
fare to bee glozified: foz ſo it is waits | 

ten of Pharaoh, therefoze doth hes 

will, 82 ſuffer it infflp ,/ and becauſe | 

that commandment o2 Law, where- | 

by he limitteth the courſes of righte- } 

ouſnefle 
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 ouſneſſe , is not onely tranſgreſſed 


but alſono ſparks of inclination found 
in man to _perfo2zme the righteouſ⸗ 
nelle therein required , therefo2s 
doth the LD RD moſt inffly puniſh 
ſinne. 

Reaſon. But this is no anſwer , for if 
ſo bee the LORD doth appoint man 
to ſinne for his glory ſake , and neuerthe- 
leſſe reſtraning the e on thereof, 
vic his rodde or correctign, ſhall it net 
bee ſaid that God is vnrighteous, in that 
hee ſtrecheth forth his hand vpon Inno 
cents: 

Religion. Pap rather, hee that ſhall 
buſily A about to knitte the LD RD 


vp inſacha ſtraight , that hee may not pt0-I6.4. 


doe with his owne creatures, which 
be created foꝛ himſelfe-, what ſee⸗ 
meth beft vnto his wifdoine-, doth 
vndoubtedly committe double and vn⸗ 


ſpeakeable abhomination, foz (ſaith eGy.45.9 


the P2ophet ) Woe vnto him that 
will contend with his Maker, a hnictle 


potſherd ,. of the out caſt potſherds of © 


A earth: ſhall the clay ſay vnto the Pot 
ter, why doſt thou make mee tnus, did 
thy handes faile thee in thy works? 
22 We 


* The way to 


Woe vnto him that ſaith to his Father; 4 
' 18 what haſt thou begorteior to hismother f 
11 what haſt thou brought forth? What FF * 
„ though the Lord wil haue mercy? & will f. 
harden whom he will harden? Is there vn- 15 
righteouſnes with God:? God forbid, faith A 
the Apoſtle:it this anſwer may not ſerue | 
ſufficient,take this by the way which we | 1 


1 haue already handled: The cauſs of ſin 
. is reſiant: but the cauſe whereloꝛe ſinne 
:1 8 doth become ſinne, and ſo puniſhable | 
1414 | muſt bee aſcribed to the o2dinance ok p 
wy GOD: now wholoener doth content | ® 
4.0 himſelfe with this, doth ſeeke a cauſe be⸗ 2 
. vond the will of GD D. Pet we know # 

14 tat darkenes doth ſcruice to the light, u 
wy and ſinne (ſo farre as it is willed oꝛ pun⸗ 
3 dd) doth illuſtrate the glozy ? 


| * owe In what ſort therefore may 
wee ſay that wicked men doe the will of 
by | A SOD. 3 Ai 
Us | Reli. Ifby the name of Wil; ye mean 
11 Nee this tht thing, that is pleaſing in the fightof 
D iD, and conuep the woꝛd doc, to a 
iht intent of obtaining, in this caſe 
trufly the wicked ſozt, not onely dos not 
te will God, but alle * doe way | . 
A ap | 


r 
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away themſelues to the will of Sa- 
tan: But if the woꝛde will bee tagen 


in that generall ſignification , to witte, 
foꝛ (tat thing which the LDRD 
hath willingly purpoled to bꝛing to paſſe 


and referre the woꝛd doe, not to the in 
tent and purpoſe of the doer , but to the 
euent and ſucceſſe of the matter, it may 
in no caſe be doubted, but GO D doth 
execute his will by Sathan , and all the 


wicked company of men: As fo2 exam⸗ _ 


ple: it is ſaid that the Chaldeans were 
appointed of G O D to punich the dif- 
obedient Iſraelites, therefoze as farre ag 
they wzought accoꝛding to this appoint- 
ment which was ſecret , and kept cloſe 


from them, thep did the wil of God: but = 21.33 


fo2 as much as the L92d hath. giuen no 
outward commandement ,” oz token to 
them,wherby they might bethink them⸗ 
ſelues, to doe the wozke of God in that 
actidn, but did rather hearken to South- 
ſapers, and obey their owne cruelty oz 
luſt, they did not onely not the will of 
God , but alſs oppoſed themſelues full 
butte againſt it : fo the commandement. 
ſapth, thou ſhalt loue thy neighbour as 
thy elfe: thou ſhalt commit no murcher, 
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Ges. 15. The like we find of Pharao, purſuing the 


19. people of God: of Ioſeph; his bretheren, 


and many other. 


— = Rea, Iperceiue then the will of G OD 
manner of is to be taken two manei of waies,to wit, 


wiſdome, not alwayes manifeſted to 
the word, by which all thinges are moſt 
meaſurabiy ordred aceoi din or to the eucr- 
laſting puipoſe of God, in which ſence we 
ought ro dctract nothing from ihe good 
ple aſure of God becauſc he ſhould not be 
omnipotent, if any {inal ſucciſſe of things 
fhould fal out contrary to the ſame, & allo 
that Gods will is taken for that, which by 
word or commandement, he path opened 
ynto vs, the performance whereofis only 
good and acceptable in che ſight of God, 

Reli. So it is. | 

Rea. But mey wee not lay that GOD 
commandeth ſinne, ſeeing hee darh after 
a ſort will it. 

Reli. God foꝛbit: it is the moſt hoꝛzible 


Sinne not of all blaſphemies: neither is the conſe- 
Comman— 
ded tho 
willed. 


quence good, God willeth all things ther- 
fc2e he alloweth all things: foꝛ he willeth 
wany things, which hee doth ſuffer, not 
becanſe ſimply he doth allow of them — 


either for that prouident and vnfercheble | 
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Everlaſting liſe. 55 
after a certaine manner: foꝛ ſo far as he 
ſuffereth ſo far doth he allow e will them: 
but ſo farre as hee hath reſpect to the In- 
ſtruments whoſe actions they are, ſo far 
doth he diſallow and puniſh thei. 
Therefoze although we doe faithfully 
hold, and beleene acco2ding as wee are 


taught, in the Confeſſion of Chziſtian 


faith, that God the father Almighty wil- 
leth all things, and by his power bzing 
eth all thinges to palle, euen as hee wil⸗ 
leth them, pet doth it not follow that hee 
is the authoꝛ of ſinne, delighted with ini⸗ 
quity⸗oꝛ that Sathan and men doing euil 
do obey God in that they doe euill, oꝛ that 
they dos the will of God, in that they doe 
enil, and therefoze are not to bee blamed: 
fo2 beſides that wicked men doe the will 
of God, that is to ſay thoſe things that 
are oꝛdained from euerlaſting, they foz 
the moſt part doe their owne wozke, that 
is ts ſay , that which they haue a will in 
themſelues and moſt greedp appetite to 
doe, as wee haue oftentimes (aid al- 
ready. 

Re, I perteiue pour meaning neuerthe- 
les, ö it is a ſtrange purpoſe o2 will whoſe 


effects are not applyable; and familiarly 
E 4 can⸗ 


— - 
rr 


Purpoſe & 
effects. 
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conſenting therevnto; pet doe not the el⸗ 
ferts of Gods Oꝛdinance meete well in 
that ſecret purpoſe of God: foz why? the 
ſecret ozdinance cõpꝛehendeth all things 
without exception : and the Commans 
dement doth as it were, countermand al 
euill, and ſimply allow of none ſane god 
things onely: Therekoꝛe J would haue 
vou, by ſome example, to make theſe 


thinges moꝛe capable, which pet doe ra⸗ 


ther ſeeme to make God contrary to 
himſelfe then otherwiſe. 
Relc. J will therefoꝛe take the caſe to 


God like fand thus: aKmgeonſulting with him⸗ 
to a King. ſelfe, and purpoſing todeclare his honoꝛ, 


and authozity, enacteth ſuch lawes and 
ftatutes, as the beſt induſtry of his ſub⸗ 

iects ſhall not be able to obſerue: pꝛeten⸗ 
ding neuertheleſle, of his owne eſpectall 


grace, to bee fanozable , o2 mercifullto 


ſome, and vppon the remnant of tranſ⸗ 


greſloꝛs, to execute Juſtice: From this 
head⸗-ſpꝛing, to wit, the honour of the 


King doe diffill two fkreames, the one 
27 eloued ſubiects, to dꝛinke N= 
e other fo2 the malignynt , 

zoon themſelues inthe courſes of Hef 
two being made contrary in effect,as in 


reſpect _ 
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reſpect of their pꝛoperty, by him that had 
the Law in his hand, bee neuertheleſfe 
made faſt in the boſome of the fountaine 
and dos meet together againe, together 


in the vttermoſt point, to wit, the honoz 


of a Ring as a Be going out empty, doth 
returne laden with honey to her Pune: 
fo2 as the Ring without lawes, had been 
no King, noꝛ his dignity diſcerned;ſo by 
his lawes, his honoꝛ is become two-fold 
as in puniſhing whom hee liſt, and in 
ſhewing mercy on whom he will; ſo that 
his mercy and iuſtice (if hee had had no 
lawes, oꝛ if his lawes had beene capable 
to all his people) that had neuer beene 
knowne, are two notable pillers of his 
kingdome ts his onely honour and the 
great dꝛead and admiration of his ſub⸗ 
iects. 

Allure thy ſelfe, that ſo it is in that 
wonderfull oꝛdinance of the Almighty, 


whoſe purpoſe is not of election and re⸗ Note. 


pꝛobation, noꝛ of any other ſucceſſe of 
common thinges which notwithſtan- 
ding hee oꝛdereth as is ſaid already; ſo 
much as of. his own gloꝛzp, agcoꝛding to y 


ſaving. For my glory I created, formed Eſa. 43. 4+ 


and made man. This thing the heauenly 
wiledome 


Norepug. 


nancy in. 
God. 


N 
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wiſedome of G O D did perteiue might 
come to paſſe moſt conveniently by ſuch 
a pꝛeſtription as ſhould enfoꝛce the like 
effects to the law afoꝛeſaid) though in the 
firſt man his iuſtice is very well defen- 
ded, ) pet note, alwayes betwerne the pur⸗ 
pole going befoze the law (which is the 
glozy of God) and the effects of the lawe 
(which are his mercy t inffice) is no re⸗ 
pugnancp, but one pure and peaceable a- 
grerment, fo2 the Law condemning all 


A worldly men in the purpoſe of God , doth che we 
c bie tion. fozth his gloꝛy in the molt lively coulours 


of mercp, and iuſticr, accoꝛding to his firſt 
intent. | 

Reaſon, VVhy ſhall wee fay then 
Man is not punithed for his due deſeit, 
but for the glory of GO: and who, I 
pray you, ſhall not account bim madde, 
that will ſtrike a Horſe beeing teathe- 
red, becauſe hee doth not feede at liber- 
LE? 


Excuſe ta- Religion. Nap rather, who ſhall not 


ke i rom 
Mall. 


acount him moꝛe then twiſe beſides him⸗ 


felfe , that dooth reſemble the image of 
God, to a Vinite beaſt: Did not God giue 
vnto' man vnderſfanding , will, and 
ableneſſe to ſtand vpright, till ſuch time 

as 
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as hee wilfully fozewent it, as well as 
bee gaue him a commandement⸗ Be⸗ 
fides this, although the ho2ſe vſinglaw- 
fally ,'as in reſpect of himſelfe (hauing 
kinde, his naturall miffris , foꝛ his war- 
rant) the benefit of his teacher,ſo that all 
fault (if faults may be here rehearſed,) 
reffeth in the teatherer, and none in the 
teathered, either fo2 feeding , oz not fee- 
ding: what ol this To whom had God 
done imiurp if he had tyed him to that tea⸗ 
ther? that hee were as inſcnſible as a 
blocke? Is not he the true and onely ow- 
ner ot alt things? Ifhe be to whom is he 
bound, thathe may not vigthe benefit of 
his wil without controuleHent? Shall che 
pot ſay to the Potter, why haſt thou made 
me thus: 

Thus dooſt thou ſee the falſhood of 
Similies , whereby the wily wꝛanglers 
of the would, doe oftentiics pꝛoue them 
themſelues more doultith ; 31 then doults , 
meaſuring the Almighty with earthly 
50 oh and his wiſdome by their owne 

p. | 

Po2eoner, J p2ay poriiwhere' is that 
fine fellow that will not confeſſe himſelfe 
a ſinner: if hee bee a'finner , * 


hand. 
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No man be taptiaus, as though he were pure and 
4. God, Sbntpottede what wong is offered vnto 
him if he be caſt into the bottome or hell⸗ 
let me ſte the bꝛaue free-willian,ſfanding 
moſt vpon the pantables of ſupereroga⸗ 
tion, 5 is not glad rather to ride at this 
anchoꝛ; when he perceineth the ſeas of 
Note cis Muth ready to cloſe him (God is righte- 
in the Pa. Ous⸗ Jam a w2etched ſinner, and were 
piſts, there no deſert aboue mine, the tozments 
of hell ſhould be mine inheritance) then 
to affirme that by the liberty of deba⸗ 
ting on the ends ol good and euil, he hath 
purchaſed heauen by his awne waꝛthi⸗ 
neſle . | 
Reaſ. Wel Merceiue the miſtery of che 
matter reſteth in Adam our firſt Parent, 
whoſe fault doth heap the iudgements 
of God vpon his poſterity: but how can 
it ſtand with Gods iuſtice, to puniſh all 
men for one mans fault. 
Reli. Uerily and this exception allo 
might haue ſome ged colour, if any man 
A ci being fre of his Nane fault,could pꝛaut 
anſmeied. the burden of another mans to be caſt on 
his ſhoulders: hut alas why, ſhould anp 
man complaine c of wꝛong ing him- 
ſelfe guilty of fo many euils, as are 105 
d 


Adam. 
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thed in his owne nature - doth it not fare 
(faith M. Caluin) with ſuch fellowes, 
as with Theenes which being led to the 

gallowes , doe exclaime of the Judge? 
pes doubtles: but if they would conſtder 

how miſerable the comfoꝛt is that is bo2- 
5 rowedoftbat psoꝛe reuenge, they would 
7 occupie their heades about their owne de⸗ 
ſerts which doe make them befoz8 God 

alwaies guilty of euill deſeruing moꝛe 
then bodily death, and fo2 the moſt part 
to be iuſtly condemned of the woꝛld, and 
not vile that malipartnefſe ; eſpecially 
finding therein no remedy. The conclu- 
ſion is this, and my aduiſe alſo, that 
ſuch as doe finde themſelues grieued in 
Adam, ſceke hencefoꝛth to be well pleaſed 

in Chzilt. 

Rea. Surely I haue nothing to ſay 
| againſt thee,therfore I come yet backe to 
that which thou haſt partly anſwered: for 
why?I cannot be ſatisfied in this wonder- 
full miſtery , of Gods ſecret and reuealed 
will , therfore I pray you to enlighten me 
once againe with ſome example more fa- 

miliar, then that other. 
Reli. Needes mufthe wonder and to no 
purpole, that goeth about ts bee as wiſe 
| 38 
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as God, and to vnderftand all the ſe? 

crets of his will (faith the Apoſfle). are 

paſt finding out, but againe, take the caſe 

An 60 to ſtand thus; the Lo2d that diſpoſeth of 
Perf gods all things in their appointed ſeaſons put⸗ 
dence, eh the Partridg into the Parling foote, 
th e pꝛetty bird into the Fowlers ſnare , 
ſetteth the Dre foot vpon the ſilly wozm, 

| bꝛingeth the ſwelling waters out of their 
il channels ts the ſfooze-houſe ofthe pooze 


. pꝛouident Ant, the little fiſh into the net, 
BEE | the Lambe to the ſlaughter⸗hauſe, the 
wh | Lyon to the hunters hand, and man foz 
13 FH his due deſert oftentimes to a ſharpeand 
$17 4 ſodaine death: this Godin his righteous 
1 tudgement , kath pꝛe⸗ozdained my ſonne 
WA j | — amidſt the mercilefſe waues of the 
wy | Dea. | 

11 But foꝛ as much as nature, the e- 


1 nemp to true wildome, doth not ſuf- 

* hl fer mee to peeld vpze mine intereſt, to 
the oꝛdinance of GDD (which you 
\ |} may ſuppoſe, acco2zding to ſome extra- 
14 0 oꝛdinarp manner is diſcloſed vnto mee) 
1 I ſay vnto him, Sonne aſſure thy ſelfs 
(1 8 that no action in this wozld ſhall dif 
„ continue my fauour & good wil towards 


Againe, 
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Againe, J make thee L92d of my 
whole renenves , ble all that haue oz 
map pꝛocure {92 thee; ſs that in conſide⸗ 
ration hereof , thou wilt graunt mee thy 
true and faithtull aicagiance in this one- 
lypointe ; depart not thy natiue coun⸗ 
trey , and Jcrauenomo2e: foꝛ at what 
time ſoeuer, thon chalt commit thy ſelle 
vnto Sayle and Mat, thou dpeſt tho 
death, there is no remedy; thus ftan- 
deth thy owne ſafety, thus thp perill, 
— my hearty requeſt and thus J leaus 

£e- 

Well, this my fonne accoꝛding to ths 
manner of men, hauing abovy at homo, 
and a minde elſewhere , then where it 
Gould be neither making conſcience of 
my greate liberty, commandement, noz 
any other good deſert, noz pet reſpecting 
the danger of his owne perſon , like a 
man ledee away with nonolties, and the 
trpall of ſtrange adueneures, rather 
then eſteeming an honeſt life, and the du⸗ 
ty of a child, committeth himſelfe £6 
the ſafe conduct of Mill, that idle and 
and deſperate Loads man, and at laſt 
after many to2moyles , is fo2ced to fiſh 
in the deepe without his boat, like as be⸗ 


koꝛe 


* 
; 
z. 
: 
: 
: 
' 


64 The way to 


foze J had tould him, ſhall not the man 


ſerme to doe me iniurp, that ſhall repꝛoue 
me, ſoꝛ this fault of my ſonne. who euery 

ſo well and fatherly intreated him 
as me: 

Thus much J compare with the 1 07d 
of heauen, who created man Lo2d of the 
whole earth, ſaue that hee debard him 
one tree in the middeſt of the garden. But 


il thou happily ſay that all this is not to 


the purpoſe , becauſe in the affaires of 
this p2oceſſe, J haue concealed no ſe- 
tret, but imparted my whole purpoſe to 
um ſonne: wel J grauut, let vs now ther⸗ 


foze pꝛoteede, euen here the caſe is alte⸗ 


red, let it be granted alſo , that befoze 4 
begat my ſon, J ſaw the ſequell of this 
matter⸗ howbeit fith it concerned my 
will, J would not onely obſerue mine 
owne pleaſure in that behalfe, but alſo- 
glue my willing conſont to his fatall de⸗ 
Kiny. | 

J:p2ay vou in this cafe, who ſhall 
let mee fodoe the thinge that pleaſeth 
mee: what hath my ſonne to ſay againſt 


mee, 02 if hee ſay , and repine neuer ſo 


much: is it not folly to kicke againſt the 


pꝛicke : but if I in the exe or reaſon⸗ mar 
feeme 


e ID. ES 


an, & 


1 
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ſeme ſomewhat faulty , an cruell in this 


action, pet note that which is molt vn⸗ 
rightesus in man, is alwayes moſt righ- 


teous in the Lo2d ofheauen, with whom Anochor 
no Creature doth ſtand in compariſon: Example, 


Moꝛesuer, ſuppoſe that I ſcea blindman 
taking a direct courſe vnto a dangerous 
caue, and befo2e his fall, J ſfeppe vnto 
him and ſay,father beware, and turn thes 
backe, foꝛ enen heere at hand is ſuch a pe⸗ 
rill, as thꝛeatneth thy death: the man not 
onely blind ol body, but of mind lame al⸗ 
ſo not regarding my friendly admonition 
tumbleth downe headlong, and doth 
bꝛeake his necke . Js it ſtrange to fee 
him burnt, that will not come of the fire; 
but new to the matter, et it bee granted 
that J ſet him in that wap, fozeſ@ing his 
fall, ſhall hee not therefoꝛe bes indited 
of his owne death. | 

Reaſon. Surely but heere canft thou not 
goe cleare away without touch, for hadſt, 
thou not ſet the bliadman in that way,he 
might right well haue eſcaped that miſ- 
fortune. The like may be ſaid of thy ſonne 
al ſo. 
Reli. Did J not tell thee that ns crea- 
ture is to be i ne God 1 


n—_ be content and leaue off theſe toyiſh ob-} 
© be iettions of iffes and ands , fo2 what pꝛe⸗ 
tend we thereby, but to ſet the Loꝛd to 


Leit. 
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if he ſhould damne the whole woꝛld, ſet- 
ting the deſert of Jeſus Chꝛiſt apart 
were neuertheleſſe righteous: true it is, 
if J had neuer begotten mp ſonne, he had 
neuer beene d2owned. But the cauſe ſtan⸗ 
ding vpright as A left it, canff thou ſhew 
any reaſon why J ſhould not beget him, 
ſering it was my will: enen ſo, if God 
had neuer made man, doubtles it had bin 
long ere man had ſinned: but in thoſe 

things which wee know the Loꝛd hath 

iuſtly done fo2 his owne gloꝛp ſake, let vs ! 


Cn. WH...) hn, putt was. a” bs SS Bd: 


ſchwle, and to take him fozth a leſſon of 
dur owne mother wit? who (Godknuw- | 
eth) hath much leſſened thereof, then the | 
ſcato byzrow ſome ſmall ffireame of wa⸗ þ 
ter from pwꝛe Bꝛokes, which the Sunne a 
hath v2yed vp. | el 
Rea, Wel then conſidering that nothing pf 
in the whole world commeth to paſſe | 
caſhly, or caſually, but accerdiag to the | (q 
wil of God, that is to ſay his ordinance, i & 


i W HEE 8 


> 


may it bee ſaid that God hath appointed p 
any thing that he miſliketh whereyppon h 
kee doth take occaſion te miniſter iuſtice. hg 


Rel. 
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t. Rel. Donbtleſſe it muſk bee granted, 004 ap- 
rt that whatſoever God hath Spointed is pointed al 
„ appointed altogether willingly and with things. 
dF out milliking, other wile might hee ſeeme williagly. 
nvariable oꝛ to be conffrained to will thoſe 


w thinges that he willeth: bat ſtay thy ſelfe, 

1. herein appeareth the wonderful wiſedome 

el God: foz thole thinges that in their 

ny ownep:oper nature are nought, haue pet Siane 

ſe} befoze him great reſpect of -goodnelle, _ i ; * 

hf whereby it commeth to paſſe, that nme e neg. 

s 'F exacting at the hand of God, the dus er 

b=erution ot iuſtice, in reſpect of his oꝛdi⸗ 

— ns ſinne, but rightconſnes ra⸗ 

ther. f 

TE Kea, How proue you that 

Rel. Js it not pꝛofe enough to pJone 

£ that it concerneth his endlelle glozy? if it 

bee, remember thy ſelfe what J haue ſaid 

already thereof befoꝛe, chis directory in 
the margent, ſhall direct thee to the (4) 


5 1 place,” 2 4 | | 4 7.0 

© | MPo2zeouer we may pꝛaue it thus: God 

© | ſaucth his choſen by the death of his 
Sonne, foꝛ it is waitten in the Epiſtle of | 
4 Paul to the Epheſians: But God ſhould Ehe. I. 5. 
haue ſaued ns man in his ſonne, if there 
had beene no inne, but rather the holy 

1.4 : - © Ghott 


: RE 


—__ FR 


but iffirme had not bene, man ſhould 
haue needed no mercy: Ergo in reſpect of 


Kea. By this reckoning thou wilt make | 


Fx. T4 4- 1 wil harden Phatrae his harr, and he ſhall 
Mg. 16. Pharao and in all his hoaſt, and bis Chari- | 
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ſpect of Gods oꝛdinante it is 

man is a ſinner. | 
1 it is greatip to the Es ot 
God, that hee ſheweth mercy to finners:; 


Gods glo2p , if is good that man is wit⸗ 
ked: finally , it is greatly to the glozy of 
God, that hee doth iuſtly puniſh anne: 
but if there had beenenofinne at all, his 
tuffice had beene vtterly vnknowne z 
obſcured , Ergo (in reſpect of Gods 
wa, is neteſlary that ſinne ber in the 
d. 


fnne no ſinne. 

Reli. Not befo2e it teaſeth to offend 
Godin the bꝛeach of his commandement. 
But J ſay pea, and that well aduiſed, 
that in reſpect of y glo2y of God, it is god 
that ſin ſhould be, and better then good (if 
better may be) as it is written in Exodus 


A, > 4 * of oy & wh mg oy ny 


follow after you, and I will be glorifird in 


ny << 


ors and horſemen, 


- -Nemertheleſſe Jaſſurs thee that fin bet 
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Fthe own ature is fo monffons , that it 
eſerneth fome name moze odions then. 
in, becauſe the defilements thereof haue 


Jin ſuch wiſe beſpotted the nature of man, 


woꝛld. 1 
Bnt if ſinne be good in reſpect of God 


that the ſluces ol heanen ars opened ther⸗ 
Ivy, and the indgements of God daily 
Jpowred downe vpon vs, which is wel ve⸗ 
riſied in that generall onerflowing of the 


Ge. 7. 20. 
The diffe- 


ne: whoſe glory is wrought, and euill in.xence of 


difference. 


his repect of the workes, how cometh the gun and | | 


* 


Reli. Powoftthal J anſwer this que- | 


the ſtion: thou knoweſt, that mans oꝛiginall 


nature was found, whereofcould come 


ke none but ſonnd fruit, but after that na- 

ture was coꝛrupted by wilfull diſobedi⸗ 
nd I ence; from theuce mult needs ſpꝛing the 
| rotten root of finne: ſo that all the diffe- 
D, rente came by the will of man, and ſa 
75 conſequently reſteth in man till ſuch time 
(Ut as he is regenerated, being then by impu⸗ 
— _ tloathed with the rightconſnefle of 

ut 


5 Rea, But God himſelfe, the ſoueraigne — 


* | worke-maifter,is ſaid to worke all things: Apoſtla 


Ergo he worketh ſ inn. 


Paul, 


P 
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Rel. If by the fame wozke ofhis, tho 
meane his Almighty power, that vphol⸗ 
805 wozld; and all thinges therein, 


out which nothing can containe it 


ſelse, J graunt that euill thinges are 
wꝛought by God, that is to ſay mediately 

oꝛ by the ſame power, becauſe no thought 
of wickednefſe, much leffe any execrable 
action could burſt gut, ifhe would take a⸗ 


way that life aud ſtrength that he lendeth 


thou doſt ſuppoſe the hand of God to bee 


immediately ſkretched fozth to pertozme | 


any wicked action, oz elſe that ſin hap⸗ 


neth by his together⸗woꝛking with ſinful 
inſtruments: firſt J denpe the conſe⸗ 


te, for it is kalſe: and ſecondly 


the ſoueraigne roote of all righteouſneſſe: 
the nature of ſinne cannot onte lay holde 


thereof becauſe it is vnchangeable, noz - 


yet can ths paine of fin touch that thing, 


that is not faulty, and pet ok neceſſity |! 
ſhould all theſe follow againſt God, lay⸗ 


Ko ' 


* his hand to inlquity.” 


men, which pꝛeſume to play the rebells a- | 
gainſt him: but if by the woꝛking of ſin, 


* Fondemne it-fo2 the meſt wicked of all 
blaſphemies: my reuſan is this, the name 
of ſinne cannot agree with Cod, who is 


TO ee — 
n 
e 


— 
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Therekoꝛe J conclude thas, the name 
the naturo, noꝛ the paine of finne, are a- 
mp thing accidantall to the nature of God, 
but all theſe thze are bzed , faſtered, and 
found in the ſoule and fleſh of man:; Ergo 
man is not the inſtrument fo much as the 
canſe of finme. TE 
Rea. Ir ſeemeth therefore that the 
warke of the inſtrument, aiid the work of 
Gods vſing the inſtrument, go not alwaies 
ioyntly together. 
Rel. This doubtleſſe is very true, foꝛ 
the woꝛke that ſhould alwapes bs but one The work 
in the opened will of God, is often times of man oſt 
made twofold by the wozker: yet God by im made 
his power woꝛking in al things ,wozketh uble. 
alwaies well, and is gloziſied, and the in⸗ 
ſtruments not regarding his commande- 
ments, but obeving their ow ne luſts, doe 
alwayes wozke ill and are iuſtly puni- 
'3 hed. | | 
f Rea. Yet of the contrary part 1 thinke, 
that the worke of God in the good, and "arke 
the worke of the good by vertue of che cect lip. 
Holy Spirit which worketh in them, are 8. 
euer one. 
Rel. J grant it, fo; ſo farre doe they 
wozke together, th at God doth woꝛke in 
F 4 them 
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them to will, and perfozme the good 
woꝛkes of the holy Ghoſt., and they foꝛ 
the aſſurance of their well wozking, doe 
guid themſelues by the light of his u oꝛd. 
So then maiſt thou perceiue that althagh 
by Batan, and the moſt wicked men, the 
iuſt decrees and counſells of God are ex⸗ 
ecuted pet ars they thereof fo2 the moſt 

Examples part ignozant, t becauſe they obeꝝ them- 


of ſingle ſelues, not regarding the will of God, 


- _— their woꝛks are made double. Of this we 
haue ſpoken ſomewhat befoze by the cx- 
ample of loſe ph, his bꝛetheren. Pharao, 
and the Caldes puniſhing the diſobedi⸗ 
ent Iſralites: but that notable example of 
our Sauiour Jeſus Chart, doth yet make 

it moze euident to our vnderſtanding, 

* Chꝛiſt was the good inſtrument; out ol 

| whome God w2onght the pardon of our 
Ma,26.39 tranſgreſſion, who befoꝛe lap faſt bound 
vnder fin. This inſtrument at all times, 
and in all things, ſhewed himſelfe obedi⸗ 
ont to the will of his father: whereby it is 
manifeſt that he alwayes wꝛought well 
with him; but on the other ſide: what 
nlody butcherz were the Jewes, which 
in themſelues did cauſe the wozk of God 


I. Pet. 1. 
19. 


ts became double, 3 
= 3 Chꝛiſt 


SE, RENE ˙ wm ̃ ̃ ˙d Rk 


tame bythe neceſſity of Gods appoint- Me-. 25. | 
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Chailt being a pure innocent, without 
one ſpot of ſinne. and ſuch a one as neuer 
gaue affence did they .crucifie, not. regar- 
ding any thing that had-beene told them 
by the P2opets 
Whereby nenertheleſſe it came to . 
that God perfoꝛming that ting by them, 
which befo2e all woꝛlds he had appointed 44 
to bee done, did excceding mercifull and 23 427. 
well, and they peelding to their owne ti⸗ 
rannp, committed the moſt horrible mur⸗ 
ther that euer was. 
Rea, Well then to make an end of pro- 
vidence.tel me I pray you wherto ſhal we. 
aſcribe the fal of the firſt mãꝰl mean whe- = 22 
ther to Gods ir forcing, or his farſaking. came 
Reli. Doubtleſſe his falligg Mn Gov ikcough 
ought ſimply to be imputed to Gods Gods for- 
fozſaking : foꝛ if we ſay that GO D did eing. 
infozce him by any compulſion, J can⸗ 
not perteiue but we burthen him with a 
maruailous vntruth, nstwithſtanding it 
is alwayes granted, that the ſame fall 


ment, but foz as much as that neceſſity, 3+ 
tooke not away his owne willingnes, it 
thall neuer excuſe him So that heerein 
rightly appeareth the wonderfull wiſe⸗ 
dome 
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Theni . dome of God, who deriuing his glozp(de- 


[ — 


f termined of befozs) from the groleſt of 
all faults, is neither the cauſe thereof pꝛo⸗ 
perly, noꝛ doth ſuffer it to come to paſſe 
beſides his ozdinance : Vee allowed fo 
much as came from himſelfe, faying, Loe 
it is good: but now foꝛſaking the god if 
became euill fo2 want of God: and in the 


ſame foꝛſaking God, ſuffered (vet wil- 


lingly ) coꝛruption to creepe vnder his 
oꝛdinante, in ſuch wiſe into the nature of 
man, that his owne will became the 
cauſe of that enill act of eating that foꝛbid⸗ 
den fruite. 

Reaſon, But why did G0 for- 
ſake hi 
fiohr, W 

Reli. 5 rather would J haue the to 
ſhew ſome reaſon , that ſhould moue God 
not to foꝛſake him, whom hee knew it 


molt expedient toleaue. 
Rea, Heere againe doſt thou allude to 


the glory of God, but if I might ſtill fol- 
low the appetite of reaſon „ I ſhould de- 
mand why God with ſuch præpoſtrous 
meanes Jock exact his glory at the hands 
of his poore creatures. 


* Truly thou maiſt, but J wil take - 


a day 


being righteous i in his owne © 


A, 
bl 
7 


CCT 


xp of God, there. thinkeW his righte⸗ 


„ 
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a dap to anſwer thee till ſuch time as the 
Lo2dhath called me to ſit in commiſſion , | 4 
uabout the afaires of his ſecret Coun cell, 
pet if I ſay he will be glorified , becauſe f 4,44 
it is his owne will, what then? Js there en his 
any fault But take the woꝛdes of Mai boske of 
ſter Caluin foz thine anſwer in this cafe, offeuces. 
who ſaith thus. | | | 

The ſirſt man fell becauſe -the La2d: 
did iudgs it expedient , why hee ſo 
iusged, is vnknowne to vs: Pet cer- 
tains hee ſo indged , fo2no other reaſon 
but becauſe hee ſaw that thereby the 
glozy of his name ſhould moſt wo 
thily bee fet foo2th , when thou hea- 
reſt therefoꝛe mention mag of the glo⸗ 


ouſneſſe, foꝛ it muſt bee righteous that 
deſerneth pꝛaiſe, and let vs rather be- 
hold an euident cauſe of damnation, in 
the coꝛrupt nature of mankind, which is 
neerer to vs, then ſeeke foꝛ a hidden and 
vtterly incomp2ehenſible cauſe. theroof 
in the ſecret counſell of God, which is 
further krom vs: and let it not. grieue 
vs ſo far to ſubmit our wit to the vnmea⸗ 
ſurable wiſedome of God, that it may 
yeld-in many ſecrets ok his, fo2 theſe 


things 
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thinges which is neither granted N62 


lawfull to haue knowledge: ignoꝛance is 


wel learned, and the toueting ofknow- 
ledgo a meere kind of madnes. | 


| predeflina Rea, Welller vs ſtay here, concerning 


||| tion, vthat the  prouidence of God, from which I per- 


| it is. 
' 
' 


ceiue nothing can be excluded, and there- 
fore in vaine doe men babble of Fortune, 
Chance, and other cafuall goddeſſesz ao 
therefore let vs proceed to che predeſtina- 
tion of God, of which thou oft haſt ſpo- 
ken in this weile of Prouidence, and firſt 
of all I would haue thee diſcribe vnto mee 
what predeſtination is. 

Reli. Truely the pꝛouidence of God 
conſideredingtbat generall ſignification'; 
that is to fap? the foꝛeknowing, o2dev- 
ning, oꝛdering, and ending al manner of 
thinges, ſo farre as pet J vnderſtand, doth 
tompꝛehend the pꝛedeſtination of God 
and is one ſelfe-fame-thinge there⸗with: 
yet becauſe pꝛedeſtination may bee re- 
ffrapned, in a-moze particular p2oper- 
ty, namely G O D o2dermg/and dif- 


*. 8.25. poſing of mankinde, thus it may bee de· 


fined. 
Predeſtination is the euerlaſting, and 


* angeble decree of the Almighty⸗ 
* which 


VE eee 


* Euerlaſting life. . IF 
which going befoze all cauſes, dꝛaweth 
man to his appointedend, that is either 
in Chiift to ſaluation , o2elſein Adam ts 
condemnation and the endleſſe toꝛments 
of hell. e 

Reaſ. And what is election? not the 
ſame thing? | 3 

Reli. No fo3 that is vtterly vnpoſſible, rieion 
and againſt all conueniency of reaſon , what it is. 
becauſo the Repꝛobate is pꝛedeſtinate 
as well as the Clect,as witneſſeth Saint | 
Jude: but we cannotſay that the Rep20- _—— 
bate o2 oll taſt is elected: therefoze **** 7*4 
Election is peculiar to the good , beemg 
choſen out of the totall number, and p2e- 
OY common to chagosd, and the 

d. 

1 Kea. But it ſermeth, that before electi- The mer- 
on gocth the mercy of God, whereby the 2 of =—_ 
elect are ſaued: and then doth the nature 2 
of contraries require, that the hatred ot 
wrath of God, ſhould be the cauſe that 
the damned are damned: Ergo, God dam- 
neth ſome not for their ſinnes, but becauſe 
he doth hare them? 

Reli. If to the wo2d hatred, 82 w2ath . 
thou hadſt put this little wozd luft , 
(whereby God in Juſfice might — 

Fa 


_— — — 
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Lil be tal ott the att calls, who neuer doth 1 
— cot iuſtiy) a would haue liked wel of thy con⸗ 
3 ſequent, But A p2ay you where did pon 
euer finde, that God hated man except it 
were foꝛ ſin: ſhew me the plate and then 
will wee conclude againfk him, that hee 
hateth his owne wozke: In the meane 
time content thy elfe with that which 

wee haue already ſpoken touching this 
matter. | | 
Rea, Well but it may ſeeme a hard & 
cruell caſe that ſome ſhould be appointed 
to damnation, although God my iufily 

— doe it for bis glory ſake. 

1 cin ly & Rel. 4 will not ſ& thy folly in theſe 
FLY) lufice tio wozdsgf-rvel) and pet luſt. But pet 
{ I fay it may ſetms acaſe moze harder, if 

God could be found in the fault of repꝛo⸗ 
bation , whereof hee is but ths failing | 
cauſe, the efficient beeing grounded in 
man himſelfe. And if wee map ſpeake of 
the hardnelle of cauſes, it ſeemeth much 
9 moꝛe har der on Gods behalfe, that if hee 
{WIS could be pꝛaued the cauſe at tranſareſſi- 

. ou (which is vtterly vnpollible) that yet 

WY be may not vſe his pleaſure with his 
owne treatures. 

— But what ſay you to theſe general 
ſentences 
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God would haue all men come to repen- 7 


courſe of Dcripture.Though the children 


called, but feware choſen, few enter at 2, 


oh Euerlaſting life. | 79 


ences God would haue all men ſaued, I. Tim. 2. 


I. Pet. 3. 


tance that they might nor periſſ? 9. 
Reli. Pon muſt couſtrue of the woꝛd 

All, in that plate, not after the letter: oz 

elſe auouch to the face of GOD, that 

ſome are damned whether hee will 82 

not, therefoꝛe (All) hath relation hers 

to all ſoꝛts of men, in degree and calling, 

that is to ſay , P2inces , Pagiltrates, 

Gentlemen, Wondmen, Artificers , and 

ſuch other, aſwell of the Jewes, as of the 

Gentiles: thus doubtleſſe wee muſt ex- Theword 

pound the wo2zd All. Fo2 GD D fozbid Al. 

that the Doctrine of pꝛedeſtination, the 

very ground-wozke of ſaluation, ſhould 

hang in ſuſpence fo2 a few texts that pꝛe⸗ 

tend sutwardly a. kind of repugnaucp: 

if this will not ſaffice, then credit the A- 

poſtle ſaying, accozding to the whole 


of Iſraell were as the ſand of the ſea, et 
(hall but a remnant bee ſaued. Many are , Ny: 
the ſtraight gate. ; . 
Rea, Truly, thou compelleſt me to yeeld 
vnto thee in this point, for if God would 
not haue ſome damned, they ſhould in = 
wiſe 


— . en vn 


obiection 
of wold- 
ling es. .; 


Dod ine 
vnder ſets 
uant.; . 
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wiſe be damned that be damned: But Here 
againe ariſeth a doubt which troubleth 
many: If that neceſſity of things beprefix- 


— ed by the eternall decreement, it is ſuper- 
reaſoneb'e quous and a meere kinde of madneſſe to 


teach what euery mans duty is: for why? 
all the teaching, and preaching in the 


world, ſhall not alter the leaſt Iot of Gods 


determination. 5 | 

Reli. Indeede this is the onelp refuge 
whereto the Foxe flieth , becing hunted 
from every other haunt : But the 102d 
wil one day vnkennel him, when his caſe 


e tarkas both ſhall pay tribute to the ſa- | 


ther of Foxes, if meane whiles hee offer 
not to God a moze acceptable ſacrifice : 
Theſe bes they that make ſhipwꝛacke of 


all religion, although ſome-whiles vnder 
the vaile thereof, they would ſeente foꝛ 


credit ſake to haue ſome little ſmack of the 
the feareof God: But they which be the 
childꝛen of GD D, either know oꝛ will 
know, pea and the wicked alſo ſhall know 
not onely that in thatſecurity which they 
would dꝛawe from hence, relleth the vt- 
ter contempt of Chriſt, and of ail true 
knowledge ol God: but alſo that doctrine 
is appointed as an vnder — the 
| 929 


Houldleane all thinges at large, acco ding 


| ne a couenable neceffity of things 


aͤnt in his office. 


uellaling lie. 81 "0 
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10 whereby he doth iulkly accomplith 
that which he had purpoſed touching his 
glect , as alſo the repꝛobate. 

Therefoze J pꝛap pou what is the dꝛikt 
of this obiection other then that the Lozy 


to the opin on of Epicure, and the Papiſt 
to à careleſſe happening „ whereby man 
fo2 his behoofe , pauſing vpon bis owne 
wayes , might add2efſe himſe!fe,as of his 
owne p2oper power, to will ond worke a 
thoſe thinges, that ſhould win Saluation: 1 
truly if they were called togetber, among 
them all, is not one to be found, that can 
cleare himſelle of this intent. | 
Therefoze it is maniteſt that they ars 
not enemies alone to the predeſfination 
of GO D, accoꝛding to whole foze- 


is p2eſcribed , as beſt beſeemeth his om⸗ 

nipotency 2 but alſo that they are angry 8 | 
with free tinfkification , where-vpon they leavech | 
will either conuey themſelues into the the repro | 
plate of Chꝛick, oz atleaſt become alſiſt; * =_ — 


But why ſhauld the repꝛobate himlelfe © 
acaompt doctrine vnneceſſary, albeit her 
will not yeeld oy obedient:is he nof 
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hath 
The grace incredulity, 
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thereby left vtterly without excuſe, befoze 
the L92d: - ; WF. 
Pozeoner it is commaunded fo bes | 
fette befoze the Rep2obate , not becauſe. 
it might intercept that thinge that God 
purpoſed of him, but that by his. 
it ſhould appeare a bee 
moze manifelt » how fozceablc the grace 
of ſecret election is: fo2 wherein may 
the ſame moꝛe euidently bee perceined 
then when in one ſelle ſame Doctrine 2 
and in one ſelfe ſame calling, there 
ſhould fall out amongſt theſe men ſundzy 
oz ſeuerall effects, one reuerently ta im⸗ 
bꝛate it, another ſtubboꝛnly to ſcoꝛne and 
reiect it, and the third ſoꝛt, to ſtand in 
a luke warms and careleſle quandary, 
as if to embꝛate it, oz not to emb2ace 
it, were all one thinge. Againe, there is 
no doubt, as it pearceth the hearts ofthe | 
choſen , and doth lead them as it were by 
the hand to confoꝛmity oflife , whereby 
to their great comfazt , they ſeale vp to 
their conſciences their election : euen ſo 
it ffriketh the heartes of the wicked, and 
often times doth reſtraine their mali⸗ 
„ albeit it pꝛoc ede from the 
that grun laft of all, it thoſe vnrea- 
ſenable 


Aeſtinatioa, ought not to be taught, or at world, . 
leaf is not conuenient to be taught before 


— 


PR PA K. - 8g 
ſonable Canillers could bee content to The A. 
takt any light at the hands of the godlp,, pofiles, 
the Apoſtles ſhould ſoone perſwade them, 

how neceſſary. doctzine is. They pꝛea⸗ 

ched pꝛedeſtination, and the free ee 

of God, notwithſfanding they were wel 
alſured that not onely themſelues, bur 
all that were pꝛedeſtinate ta life, were in 

no caſe renioueavle from the eſtats of ſal- 
uation;  - 

Thep knew allo on the contrary part, 

that the Rep2obates by na induſtry could 
inherit the kingdome ol GOD ; andal⸗ 

ber it befoꝛe their faces, Whole .thons 
ſands. were caught with this lime- 
twigge of -Dathan , and did tipple them 
ſelues with the dꝛunkenneſſe of dinelliſh 
ſecurity : yet A ſay , where the Apoſtles 
nener the colder, to walke in their duties 
and offices, but painefally, and with all 
diligent care and endeauour, ts their 
tentinuall danger, and laſt with the lofſs 
* liues diſcharged themſelues there⸗ 


* But wiſemen of this world, doe Wig 
plainely affitme, chat the doQtine of pre- gf the. 


* 


G2 come 
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common people, becauſe they are, not a- 


ble to apprehendit. 
Reli. But if wilemen of the world, 


ot 


9 and twite ſo fares from — 
tongues, foꝛ I pꝛay you what did mouse 
the L ORD to reneale the ſame Doc- 
trine, ſo plentikull in his wozd - Some 
intent of ſecrecy: Shall the Sunne neuer 
hine becauſe all are not able to compꝛe⸗ 
hend it with their bodily epes2 Let tho 
ſame wiſe man gape vpon the gꝛsund, 

fo that is the treaſury of their vnder- 
fanding: they cannot perceinehow ons 
little graſſe groweth, and ſhall the earth 
thrrefoze not yeelde her increaſe, as the 
2.92d doth appoint 2 It hidden and ſecret 


cauſes may lawfully pꝛeuent common 
- p26fits , then ſhall it behooue vs to ware 
ms2e ſharp fighted then men, oꝛ ſhoꝛtly to 


haue ansther wozld. 

Thoſe men whatloeuer they pꝛetend 
baue ſmall regard of Geds true ſervice 02 
82 honour:therefoꝛe is there no cauſe that 
the truth ol GO D ſhould be diſembley 
foz their number oz aden „be it ne⸗ 


ner lo 
great. q 


a N TI 
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J remember. that Sant Auguſtine Auguſtias 
bath ſaid full well to the matter. This his aufrveee | 
Doctrine being heard (ſaith he: ſome are to the ene·- 
turned into a ſlugſliſn heauineſſe and mics of | 
ſlowneſſe,and becing readily bent to fall oy | 
from labour vnto wantonnefle,do go af= & | 


theirluſts: muſt therfore that be thou ghc 
falſe, which is ſaid of che foreknowledge 


of God? And will we not alſo ſpeake that 


which the Scripture being witneſſe, it is 
lawfull ro ſpeake? by likelihood we are 
affraid leaſt he ſhould be offended which 
cannot take it, and are not affraid leaſt we 
bolding our tongues, that hee which can 
take the truth ſhould bee deceiued with 
falſhood. Therefoꝛe as true religion is 
to be taught, that G © D map bee trueiy 
woꝛſhipped, ſo is the Doctrine of P2e- 
deſfination , that hee which hath cares 
to heare of the grace of G O D 
— glozy in GO D and not in him⸗ 
2 e. s 4 n FEE: 
Reaſov, But haue the children of God 


any aſſurance in this world of their e- 


* 


lection. e ee 1015 
Reli. Mea verily, fo2 from whence com 
meth Repentance-and the fruits therenf, 


but from eee the faith at 


G3 Chait, 
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Menns for Chailt but this faith is giuen te the e⸗ 


| know his and giue themſelnes to obey the com⸗ 


election. mandement of God, the reſt haue not the 
will to thinke a good thought much leite 

ts dog any good, e leaſt of all to continue 
in weldwing: foz that is alſo a peculiar 
merke in election: Therefoze ict no man 

climbe vp to the cloudes, to ſearch whe⸗ 

ther hee be enroled in the ſecret counſel 

of God, no2 bufie himſelfe witz many 

curious ſpeculations below, but let 

him that would bee aſſured of Salnation 

Faith ſulki- enter into himſelfs , and conſider how 
ee: hisfaithdoth tand in Chic, in whoſe 
* blood if hee finde 1t vnfaigned, there- 
vppon let him reſt, wꝛapping his 
whole body and ſoule vnder his pꝛo 
Job, 3.15 Miles. 
This thing can na man truely bzing 

to paſſe, except his name bee wꝛitten in 
the boike of life. ; 

Rea, What if a man feele net in him- 
- ſelfe rheſe teſtimonies, ſhould he there- | 
mos 33+ fore diſpaire of ſaluation. | 
Reli. G O D fozbid, let ſuch men ra⸗ 
ther bes ſent to the woꝛd pꝛeached and 


| 2 whereby the ar of a. 


| lection may wozke theſe teſfinonies in 


time, he wil call home into his houchould 


| 2 wad G 4. 
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them: and no donbt , thoſe whom the 
LORD hath foxeknowne i in his gad 


of faith 

Fo2 wee know as he hath pꝛedeſtinated God ale 
of his owne vnſpeakeable mercy, whom lech his 
he would, ſo alſe hes calleth them at ſuch children, 
ſeuerall ſeaſons as he will: Some early, 

and ſoure late, as it is watten in the , 0.6.30 
Goſpell of the labourers that were called > 1 2 
into the Umnsyard. 24.4% 

Reaſ. But by that Parable may wicked 
men take encouragement to neglect the 
time of calling, becauſe they that were 
called and in the laſt houre were accepted 
and rewarded <qually with thoſe which 
came in the firſt houre of the day, 

Relig, Nay, let me ſhew which ofthoſe 
labourers being oncs called, did refuſe ta 
come: it ſeemeth rather to me, that here- 
by they ſhould learne without delay ta 
turne vnto the Lo2d , hearing his voyre, 
foz we mult conſider that ho is not bound 
to vs but we vnto him, therefoze the wi⸗ No mag 
ſeſt counſell that J can giue, is that er . * 
take heed betimes, and lay hold when he 75 days fcal, 
affereth h{mſelfe, lealt our ſins doe maksling, 


ſeperation 
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ſeperation betweene hin and vs: fo it 
thꝛough gur negligente wee ouer⸗ſlippe 
the dap ol health, wee cannot recouer it 
afterwards, although wer ſeeke it with 


NM. 25. ; teares which wee finde truly verified in 
Lu. 17. 24 the fooliſh Virgins,rich Glutron,and ma- 


ny other, thereloꝛe he that thinketh him- 
ſeife in moſt ſecurity , and ſaith my age 
is not yet fitte; who am but paung. oʒ my 
but neſte is not paſt which is great, 4 
wi turne ts the 292d at ſome better 
leaſure: let him remember that all fleſh 
is as graſſe af ths field, and hath no char- 
ter foꝛ one minute of an ho wer, and if we 
, be taken napping with finners, our re- 
ward is with them, wherevppon it is fall 


Il a0 24 truly anew 
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To 45 we 1 ſtoop be we chicks we low; 
But how 6 or bow ſodainly, few be that know, 


Reaſ. But yet mult they needs be dam 
ned chat are appoynted to damnation? 
Reli. It is true pet alwapes becarſe 
they are ſin ters and do not harken to tha 
| dog of the Lord. 
K i. Trucly in my iudgement, euen 
_— is enough to top 12 17 mans mou, 


X ow ww Þþ TV 


pocuiſhly intreated thereby allo, 
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be he neuer fo captious: but I pray you, is 


. there no ſpecisll ſtrength in this doctrine 


whereby che children of God in che peri- 
lous time of temptation may comfort 
themſelues, and wage battaile(as it were) 
againſt Sathan in the depth of his aſ- 
ſaults:? 2 
Rel. Daubtl es this either is, 02 onght ts 1 
bee no queſtion, foꝛ it wee conſider that Mat. 10. 
ſatan hath no power to plucke one hayre 39. 
from their head, moze then the 1028 
ſhall appoint, and that all the wicked roat 
arc holden in by the hand of God as by 
a bꝛidle, that they can neither concetas n f 
any miſcheefe againff them, 02 goe about predeſli. 
it, when they haue conceined it, oꝛ if they ien. 
goe about it neuer ſo much, that they can 
b:ing nothing to paſſe, but that which 
hee doth command : what daffards! ars 
they that will chzinke one hapre bꝛeadth 
from ſuch a ſimple enemye, hauing ſs 
mighty a God with ſo many Legions of , 
Angells watching ouer them continually 
fo2 their defence. 

Rea. But for all this thou knoweſt that 
Gods deareſt children are oftentimes o- 
uerſet with feare of his power, yea and 


Re li. 


The come |} 


To. I. II. i | 
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Reli. It is granted, and truely, this 
mayſerne foꝛ a glaſſe fs2 Gods deareft 
children, to behold their wants in the 

2 — of Chiift, as alſo their coꝛruption, 

e nan holding them downe ſo fat vnder finne, 

teth Gods that when they are at the beſt, euen then 

childr in. axe they not without deſert of Gods cha⸗ 
ſticements. 

Rea. And what is the ſame faith, whoſe 
obieRt is the ſonne of God crucified , the 
onely condition wherevpon all the chil- 
dren of God in their ſeaſons are gathered 
vp into immortality? 

Religion. It is fo. 

Rea ſ. Erg o, it is no matter if wee obey 
not the la of God: wherein wee learne 
to ſerue him, and to perſorme ſuch acti⸗ 
ous of ſociety as be re quiſite betwixt man 

and man. 

Reli. This is but a fond ſtarting hole, 
fo2 as the merty ot God is not extended, 
but thꝛough free election, not without 
the condition of faith included by God fo2 
the externe: ſo alis is it pꝛouided, that 

n faith bee accompanied with 


ous exerciſes. But concerning this 
matter and other mo, whereof J am to 


conſerre with thee, 1 = wee might 
meete 
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. meet heereafter at moze connonient lea- 
is ſure. 9 
et Reaſ. I am well content: in the meane 
he time I thanke you of your patience in this 
n, diſcourſe, beſeeching God that I may all 
Cc, waies beare in minde the godly aduiſe- 
m ments thereof, | 
q- 
e 
e 
— F 1 8 1 8. 
; e 
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An Gag onrBvaſibn to 
a Worſhipfull Gentleman, 


and his good friend, to continue 
conſtant in Chriſſian Religion, 
and to loath aud deteſt the 
flights of Superſtious 
Papiſtry. 


By the former Author, 
Arthur Dent. 


1 Lthough the Bee, be 
>< not ſo caſtly caught in 
the ginnes of the Spi⸗ 
9572 -—=} 0 der, as the poꝛe Fly, 


led, is not ſo eafilp 
— # popſoned; pet j com⸗ 
mon experictice, doth make it a plaing 
caſe, that oftentimes ſhe is overthrowng 


therein, and compelled to peeld her ſelfe 


a pzey unto tyranny. But conlj * 
ow 


2 
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how eafily dur affec tions be carried away 
by coxraption , to witte, faultineſte, natu · 
tall to decline to the woꝛſe paꝛt, it ſees 
meth moſt wonderfull to mee, that you 
beeing ſo neere a neighbour to bereſſe are 
vet vndꝛowned in the dꝛegges thereof 
A moze then vntainted, to the danger of 

pour ouerth2ow pet to come: fo2 why 2 
are not the beſt ſubiect to change: A 
meane the wiſef#, to folly 7 and the holi⸗ 
ct to wickednes 2 let the example of 
Salomon -witnclſe the truth in this cafe , 
who although he were the onlp parragon, 
of the wozld,fel to wolatry , the moſt nop⸗ 
ſome of peſtilences, and to all vncleane⸗ 
nes of body, Doth not likewiſe the ex⸗ 
ampleof our firſt parent Adam, make it 
plaine that our nature being at the beſt, 
is even then moſt ſubiect to take the 
wickedeſt coarſe? O wꝛetched eſtate! 
what reckoning ſhall wee make of onr 
ſelnes which, ſeeming to tand are ener 
falling, which outwardly carrying the 
countenance of ſecuritp, haue at home, 
ſuch an enemy, as doth pꝛactiſe our con- 
tinuall effrangement with God! and 
beſides this are inuironed with a world 
of ne allurements. But pet _ 

e 


94 "5 
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whole grate ſuperaboundeth ſinne, whoſs 


meꝛty diſpenſeth with all our faults and 
whoſe holy Spirit doth indue vs with 
wildome, fodiſcry the ſubtilties of Sa- 
tan, withſtrength ta fand againlt them, 


pea and with conſtancy, to continne in 
bis lone, feare, and true woꝛſhippe. Jap: 
peale ts your conſcience, whether the 
Lo2d hath dealt with pouleſſe fatherly , 
then in old time he did with Daniell in the 
Lyons denne, with lcremy in the miery 


dungeon, oz with Jonas in the belly of the 


Whale : they ſawe their daunger immi⸗ 


nent, which did put them in minde to re⸗ 


paire to the Loꝛd. But pou, A know, yca 
JF know it to well (it it pleaſed God it 


ould bee otherwiſe) haue centinually 
laide befoze pon the faireſt baites of the 


wozld fo betrap you , where vnder⸗lurk⸗ 
eth the pcrrill ofperpetuall damnation , 
and pet the Loꝛd be pꝛayſed, doe conti⸗ 


nue his true and faithful ſeruants vnuan⸗ 


quiſhed, e ee 125 

But to ſpeake mo?e plainly thus it is, 
by reaſen that the aduerſar ies to all truth, 
4 1 * the Papifts , haue the cauloura⸗ 
ble utteſſe vnto you ot friendſhip , vou are 


alwates - 


A 
f 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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alwaies endangered by their wilp per⸗ 
ſwaſions to fozſake your God. This tru- 
ly hath beene often tould me, and J ſee no 
reaſon why | ſhould nat belieue it, con- 
ſidering that J know how buſily they vſe 
to buzzo in enery dich , where 9poztunity 
pꝛomiſeth the inſertion of their loath⸗ 
ſome cozruptions : But moſt chiefly , il 
they be on a ſure ground that their bodily 
danger is not thereby thꝛeatned, they 
2 are impndent to blaſpheame God and his 
© | holy Religion with all treaſons of their 
. owne wicked inuentions: which thing 
although commonly and of cufome, it 
hath hapned vnto peu by them, pet am J 
to reſtraine my lelte to the anſwering af 
one particular, and pꝛincipal attempt that 
was made againſt you at pour table, by 
certaine Gentlemen not long ſince, whoſs 
names though J partly know, yet I think 
not conuenient at this time to deltuar to 
common obloquy. | 

Thele Gentlemen grounding all qi 
their Religion vpon hoaryhaizes which 1 
they call anbaſſadours of experience, and 
vpon the graue viſozs of their Fathers, 
which wir account the wilelt parts of 
them. haning p2eferred fancy befozs 


fayth: 


e — AI: W 4 E 7 
+. . N * 8 4 %.; % : = T Se 
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+. x 
| 


of their reaſons and arguments againſt; 
the pooze bulwarke of your onely defence - 


our religion floziſhed , a golden and plen- 


tuyth: 1 8 he 
bonour of God, brought all the battery | 


(beihg a man able to be ſeduced by the vi⸗ 
olence of perſwaſton, 82 atleaſt to haue 
bene dꝛiuen to ſilence that extreame re- 
fuge, had not God beene pꝛeſent with pou 
in the reſcue of his ownehonour ) ; ſaying 
was there not in thole dayes , wherein 


e e 


tifull woꝛld? was there not laue and Cha⸗ 
rity 2 vnity of religion 2 the ſernits of 
God eftabliched by Generall counſels of 
holy docto2sand fathers? how then ſhenlv 
not thoſe wayes bee the beft to ſcrue 
GD D which they obſerued, and haue 
left vnder the warrant of ſufficient autho⸗ 
rity to the nemoꝛp of our preſent age? 
haue ſo many wilemen beene deceiued, 

ſo many learned mien lined in folly and 
ignoꝛance? haue ſo manp Ringes and 
Cinperozs llept in blindnelle of hart and 
died in the darkeneſſe of hereſep-nay hath 
all Chriffendone wandred out of the 
way till now: ec. This thr&d-bare diſ⸗ 
courfe (which they drawe--out to the 
whole length ol a Cart-rope) is * 


8 . weld act wa . an na. | and 


. SO3IASS 2 


is vttexly'rotten- and mult not that reti- 
V gion 
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ö bewitch fo many, as make reaſon: their 


A res as themſelues are bewitched 

by the wilinelle ok the Dinell and their 
Pope. but let vs ſuruay theſe waterleſſe - 
Ce, and we ſhall eaſily perceiue them 


Baue not thrf? wife men lapd true re⸗ 
ligion in water and ſacrificed their zeale, 
ta reaſon, as ik ſhe were ſome Goddelle⸗ 
heere is nothing but a plaine collection 
of reaſon, and tat nall experiences, and 
ſhall wee make them the platfoꝛmes of 
holineſſe : is the wiſedome of man of ſa 
fozcible a capacity, and the woꝛd of God 
tonuinced of fo great debility , that in 
caſes of religion wee ſhall gwund vppon 
likelihood of mans immaginations 2 let 
vs bee wiſe , the Elder hath moſt pith 
of all the trees in the wood, but lefſe 
ſtrength and goodnefle then any other: 
the thunder a huge clap, but a little ſtone, 
and theſe men great chopce of boaſk- 
mas, butfmallverity, 05 vertue in their 
wozds. 

Mut not that building nerds be naugbt 
bee it neuer ſo faire, whoſe foundation 
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gion ol neceſſity be wo2ſe, whoſe pꝛinti⸗ 
ples God hath flatly fozbidden ? hee cal 
leth mans reaſon a trayterous enemie to 
G DD, ſaying; it neuer was noꝛ thal be 
fubiect to his law ? they honour it, as the 
true penny of their whole truck: hecon- 
demneth the pꝛecepts of our fozefathers, 
foꝛbidding vs to pꝛay fo2- them, which 
doe imbzace- the ſame, becauſe they are 
Sepulchers full of ratten bones, cloudes 
without water, and they themlolues hy- 
poczites, but they eſteeme them noe leſſe 
then loadelmen to all piety and life euer⸗ 
laſting. 

Alas why dor wee teare their vnion 
in idol try (foz that is the vnity, that 
they reioyce in, and bꝛagge of) moze 
then we ſoꝛrow fo2 the diſhonour of our 
G O D? oꝛ why ſhould we be troubled 
with the long and p2oſperous eſtate of 
Popiſh religion, moꝛe then bee comfoꝛ⸗ 


ted in the newes and glad tydings of 


the Goſpell doth not the Apoſtle tell 
vs that befoz2 the diſſolution of the 
world, there ſhould befali a generall 
Apoltacy , and departing from the faith 


chat, aim iht all this would hap 


* pen 
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pen by one man, namely the man of fin, 


and child of perdition 2 Aying, that hee 
ſhould be an aduerſary to all Godlineſſe, 
and exault himſelſe aboue al that is called 1. Then 2 
God: why then ſhould they goe about to 3. 4. 


bleare pour eyes with the wonder of ſueh 
woꝛdes, moꝛe then inSruct themſelues in 
che pꝛouidente of God , who hath pꝛoui- 


ded, and made vs wary of ſuch a generall 
departing 2 why lay they to our charge 


* cannons , decrees , and decretals of: 


hoir Popilh fatiers', ſeeing the 1025 


himlelke pointeth out the Pope as with 
a finger, and deciphereth him foꝛ Anty- 
Chꝛiſt, as plainely as one man is diſco- 
uered in the ſecrets ok his body, by 
the anotamy of another moze then 
peeld their 9wne due lubiection to the 
ozdinance and nffitutions of their 


GO D: Nay bohy ſhould wee (whole 


epes and cares the LORD hath ope⸗ 
ned fo2 the entertainement of his truth.) 


lend them away to the viewe of moth- 


taten nouelties, and to the ſound of 
ſach falſe laromes as theſe, moze then 
exerciſe them in their ſeurrall duties and 
atkicesrii they . not confeſle that theſe: 

Ind any 
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ly woꝛd doe repꝛoue their man of Rome, 


ciſedgenerationof Antichꝛiſtianity, let 

vs then apply them: The man of nne, 
(ſaith the Apoffle) eralteth him⸗ſelfe a⸗ 
bone all that is called G O D, vaunting 
him elfe inſolenfly in the Temple of 


S D, (if 3 fay) they will not:con- 
feſſe this of their Pope, let them ſhe w 


vs what regard of obedience hee hath 
reſerued to G D D⸗ ward, in making 
his booke, (I meane the holy Wible / the 
beſſell of vile eſtimation, which hee doth 
not onely bury in obliuion , by his owne 
diſpenſations, but in all contempt doth 
tramyle and tread it vnder his fete: 
knowing not-with- ſtanding that it is the 
woꝛd and wiſzdome of GO D, let them 
thew vs to what pꝛerogatiue their Pope 
hath pelded which pꝛoclaimeth himſelfe 
ſs many degrees aboue Angels: oꝛ that 
denounceth him ſelfe the ſpirituall head 
of the Church of Chꝛilt: Math their Pope 
founed any couenank of league with 
7 4 D KD, whoſe ſeruatits and chil⸗ 
dien ** hath rent from the fate of = 
car 


andſuch other teſkimonies of Gods ho- 
with them being his W 


„eee = eee 
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earth , cancelling the date of their dayes, 
with moze then a thouſand butchertes ? 
doth the Pope yeelde to the anmipotency 
of GO D. ſo much as he goethabout to 
make himſslfe GD D, and is not aſha- 


med to pꝛomiſe all the effects of Gods 


power, ſaying that hee both can and may 
doe all that G D 2D c an doe, to witte in 
the pardoniug ol ſinnes, in the ſauing of 
ſoules in the tranſmutation of times, in 
the altering and ab2ogating of lawes, in 
the adminiffration of ſpirituall guikts, 
to bee ſhozt in all other thinges whatſs- 
euer nay. hee is not thus content, fo 
moꝛe erpzeſly dooth hee maintaine his 
quarrell againſt GD D , foz by cer⸗ 
taine neceſſary conſequences he pꝛwueth, 
that hee is aboue the onelp God of hea- 
uen and earth.D hellich inſinnation:how 
halt thou carried pas 4gnozant ſoules 
to the flauery of this monſter? enen in 
the totall ot their desdes and belerfe⸗ 
what ſhould J article any longer againſt 


him whom theſe few haue condemned to 


the pit ofhell- 
But lee the pollicy, wherebp this ſu 
tile ſerpent hath delnded vs ſo long: 
Þ wand 
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woꝛd of God, which ought to bee the lan⸗ 
thoꝛne to our pathes, hath ha kept back 
and ledde the fruite of one whole 4 
ſand peeres in the wilderneſſe ol d 

neſſe (God knoweth to how great ons | 
fuſfon ) and now bꝛaggeth in the antt- 
quity of his owne naughtinefſe and mil⸗ 
chieſfe. 

Alas: is there any maruaile, the wozld 
beeing once conered with the ſpirrit ok 
ſlumber, that it ſhonld be onertaken with 
the witchtraft of leepy diſeaſes. Is it a- 


ny thing ſtrange, that men doe ſpew at re⸗ 
ugion, being made dꝛunken with herelte 


NM is it any wonder (the woꝛd of God 


being onte bzought into a generall con- 
tempt) that the infection of Papiſtry hath 
bene ſocommon? glut once the goꝛge of 
man with any fonle opinion, and he will 


haul be purged thereof:make him to be⸗ 


leue the moztality iof the ſoule , and her 
will conſent with Protagoras that there 
is no God. | 
They \ will ſay that all this winde ſha⸗ 
keth no coꝛnẽ, and ſweare that wer do be- 
lie their Pope and them: truely J cannot 
blame them, if they would vnkather him 
| of 
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Finally, they map not want any thing 
that can pleaſe the eye delight the eare 93 
flatter the minde: And loe, pet doe all 
theſe moſt plainely pzone their Church 
the very Church of Angichriſtz fo where 
nothing is wanting that may allure the 
minde to luſt after vanity, oꝛ to ſtixxe the 
heart vnto folly and wickedneſſe, this 
may bee termed {bp much better right) a 
Court foz an Atheiſt then a Church foꝛ 
a Chaiſtian, foꝛ was icſus Chꝛiſt ſo high 
ſet on a hill, that all the woꝛld did woꝛ⸗ 
ſhip him, oꝛ outwardly fo gloꝛious, ſo full 
of pompe and b2auery;; that they haue 
d2zawne from him ſuch an example of 
unitation ? o2 were there ſo:nanp of his 
Church (which pet wee doubt not was 
and is the true Church) that the ſame 
Church hath lined their mouthes with 
multitudes, with vninerſalitios, and v⸗ 
nities generall Then is this true, Chꝛiſt 
hunſelfe was neuer boꝛne in an Oxe⸗ tal, 
but in the Pallace of ſome Ponarchp: 
then was not hee a pooze deſpiſed ſoule 


on the earth in woꝛle caſe then foes and iar. 820. | 
birds which haue holes and neſts to ſhield I! 


them from the weather, but ſome mighty 
| pzince 


ans Wo they not call itaSect, a Sciſme, 
NN | 
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tice of the wazld,ruling with all Pale⸗ 
ty and power: and then had Chꝛiſt to im⸗ 


bzace his doctrine, not the Apoltles and 


i few other Aly Dilciples, but the gene⸗ 
rall conſent ot all the Jowiſh Churches. 
Pow then tame it to paſſe, that hee was 


put to ſuch a thamefull death: was it be⸗ 


cauſe hee was well beloued of the multi⸗ 


tude⸗ if this be loue, J know not what to 
make of hatred: but ſare J amfew will 
conſent ſo to be beloued. Ef 

J would to God the Papiſf would 
lobe wiſely vppon his Church, and after ⸗ 
ward tell vs how farre it differeth from 
the Churches of the Phariſces which re⸗ 
pzooueth, and condemaeth our Baniour 
Cyꝛilk as a falſe P2ophet, and all his voc- 
trine as new found Doctrine, and (cif- 
maticall ſaping and ſwearing that theirs 
was of antiquity,/obſeraed of their foꝛe⸗ 
fathers , and haning the warrant and 
conſent of the woꝛld , what ſay they at 
this day againſt vs which do imbꝛate the 
lelfe ſane Doctrine, that was ſo condem⸗ 


ned: Doe not they ſay and ſweare that 


Martin Luther is the father of our religi⸗ 


an 


* 4 
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df ſuch hatefull blaſphemies : but tet 
our ſelues be charged with the w2ong we 
haue done them heerein, and our lines 
ſtand vppon the ſlander, let his owne ca- 
nons be conuinced of all the euill that 
haue wꝛitten them, and moꝛe then ten 
thouſand ſuch in exalting ol his name, and 
the Pope himſelfe be condemned of mad⸗ 
nelle and frenzye, hauing as like a beaſt 
as a bedlame, and as nete the quality of 
à bedlame, as the quantity ok man, con⸗ 
ſented vnto them, with all pꝛide and pꝛe⸗ 
ſumption 
O good God, how marnellous is it 
to behold ſo many wiſe men ſv much de⸗ 
ceined, ſo many gray headed Fathers ſo 
childiſh 2 ſo many ignozant accompted 
wiſe? and ſo many Infants allowed fo2 
men of graue and ripe iudgement⸗ if they 
can ſay. againſt vs, where is the Citty 
on the Pountaine, the! viſible Church? 
the Tatholike and vniuerſall Church? 
they are learned enough: but they can⸗ 
not perteiue that theſe are fained fires, 
painted ont with faire glofſes , where 
in is no warmth, noꝛ that they be Alu⸗ 
ſions and ſhaodowes without ſubſtance: 
4 Take 


— 
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Take their Church from the pontifi-all 
hill: fake away their pompe and bꝛaue⸗ 


ry. 92 their gonerall conſents, and take 
awd the ir life: Hay il this were all, it 
were well (ik euill may bee well.) Eut 


which is woꝛſe, they mult haue their 


Churches beautified with Images, Fe- 


minine and maſculine, curienfly carued; 
gallantl; guilded, pꝛodigalip beſet with 


p2etious 'ffones',-and moſt delicately a- 
domed with great chopce of. Jewelles. 
Thep mult haue their Reodlofts with 
flagges and ſilken banners, with Crol⸗ 
ſes , Roodes; and Saints, like a ſfoze- 


_ - houſe of ſuperſtition. 'They muſt haue 
their bꝛaue Altars garniſhed with petty 
Gods, with well litting Pꝛelates, and 


Other holy reliques: they mut haue ſha⸗ 
nen crownd Chaplens , ſtrangely atti⸗ 
red, they muff haue their Aibes, with 
ke of all coulours, their Mpters and 


Croſſiars, and what "only I ſap, they 


muſt haue holp bzead, holy water, holy 
ople, holy aches, holy candles an hundzed 


holy oꝛders, like-hpppocrites that beauti⸗ 
He out-lide, beſides a thouſand other holy 


// on en. i 0d ne a I 
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an Hereſie? do they not tal vs traptoꝛs tg 
God g man, giuing vs ſuch titles as they 
themtelues deſerue, and hane they not 
ſlaine whole thouſands in that quarrell: 
If wer demaund of them Whether the 
Church ol God were at any time compg- 


rable to the Synagogue of Jewes in re⸗ 


fvect of the multitude, which way will 
they turne them? it they anſwer that it 
was not, they candemne their owne reas 


ſons ut very much weaknes, which do go 


about to tonfirme ithe authozitp⸗ of their 
Church by other marks then the Church 
odeuer had; Ir they anſ wer that the 

Church of Chꝛiſt was alwapes the grea⸗ 
teſt, they are already conuicked of as great 
fœliſhneſſe, foꝛ therevpon would all this 
packet of vntruth iuſtly depend. vrz. 
That the Church of God, was dꝛowned 
in the generall oueꝛflo wing, when all the 
woꝛld was dꝛownd, and tbe Church of la⸗ 
tan ſaued in the Arke. That the Church 
of God periſhed. among the Sodomites, 
and tuft Lot, and his family, were the 
Church of the Diuell: that the Jewes, 
Scribes and Phariſces, were the Church 
of Chic, and ns hunſeife with the 
rem 
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renmant al beloyres the Church of Aa- 


tichriſt: In concluſion that their Church ſms 
is now che true Church berauſe of the NU 


multitude, and ours the falſe, we will de: 


mand but one thing ol thale multitude 
ot men, which if they truely tell us and 


pꝛoue, theyſhall haue our hand and aur 
— we will become as true to them as 
Kerle. and conlent to any Religion of theit 


fozefathers; which is y they bew foꝛth, 


in ſo god caſe, that the beſt thinges did 


pleaſe the greateſt number, o2 when int⸗ 


guity had not the mot conſent of adhe⸗ 
rents (except at that time, when all were 
d:ownd except eight perſons: flaſſe their 
pꝛofe is euen as far to ſwke, as heauen is 


diſtant from hell; God grant therefoze the 


condition of conſent be no nearer vnto bs 


Ro. 10. 16 Fo2 it is wꝛitten, Broad is the way that 


leadeth to perdition,and many walk ther- 


M:. 7. 14 in, but: narrow is the path to ſaluation, 
Ro. 9. 27. ſfraight is the gate, and tewe doe enter 


thereat. _ 
„Aud further. though the childzen of A. 
were as the land of theſea, yet ſhall 


moze 


at what time the ſtate of the woꝛld was 


Nn This is pet 


Imo2e plainely verified by Elias the P20- 


Tie willingly (all regard of the multitude 


who ſayd (and let vs alſo ſay with him) 16, 
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phet who ſaw not ane man free from tdo- 
latry , and the ſuviection of Bcliall, be- 
ſides himſelfe, in all the wozld, yet did Ro. 11.3. 


laid apart,) ſerue the Loꝛd ol Meauen 
truely. - , | | 

Wherefore , though our fore-fathers, 
ſerued thoſe Gods on the further fide of xy, 24. 
the flood, or the God of che Amorites, 12, 
or the Gods of their owne hands: Let it Iud. 8. 19 
amaze vs no more then it did good Joſua 1 11. 20 
2+ Tim, 3. 
wee and our houſes will ſerue the GOD 
of Heaueu. And with Iudith, we wilt not 
follow the fins of our forefathers which 
forſake their God, 8c worthipped ſtrange 
Gods. | 

The holy P2ophet reteiued from the 
moetith 92 ſecret inſpiration of God all 
that doctrine that they deliner o2 taught: 
the Apoſtles pꝛoued their doctrine aut 
of P2ophets: the Godly of enſuing ages 
haue reſted vppon them, And ſhall wee 
Alone be careleſſe , oz account it enongh, 
if many men haue gone befoꝛe vs contras 
xy to the Prophets and 3 
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All men haue ſinned ſrom the firſt(ercept/ 


; 


ane) andſh be 
thing lawfull fo2 vs to follow their ſteps 
therein: Therefoze although our ohe 
fathers were Jdolaters., yet muſt wee, 
learne to ſrrue the Lozd, and that wee 


map the better perfozme ourdueties in 


that behalfe, it behoueth vs to be wiſe in 


the trying ol ſpirits „ leaſt wee become 
tlyents to our fozefathers ſuperſfitions,” 


fs tgnorantly neglect the pzecepts-of 
gur God. 


, Let vs therefoze loke vpon the inn. 


tlions of Popery,that we may be able to 


repꝛehend the Church of Reme ,' but let 
vs tall home their Generall Ceuntels „ 
with the rabble of their decretals to the 


fame Prophets and Apoſtles , and wee 


yall anon perceive that we haue no tauſe 


fo fears (their times out dk mind) know⸗ 


ing that an euil cuſtome is no better then 


tommon peſtilence, which by how much 


| Ne moze it is rotten and ſlinking:nor yet 


tir common conſent ſeeing the fate of 


E ods c<Udze is oftciitinies to be deſolate. 
8 And 


all doe to the lat, pet it is no, 


the moꝛe is old and ancient, by ſo much 


VPP 
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and becauſe there is no hereſie but will 
challenge ſome maintenance ont ot Gods 


woꝛd, ſaping ; that their Church is tho 


church Apoſtolicall, which the Papilf ag 


bolvly ſweareth and taketh vpon him, 
as if nothing were good but his Paſſe, 
let them ſhew vs the Jo ꝛophets and Apg- 
ies fox their Palles, Dirges,Trentals, 
pꝛaping to Dajnts, paying with beads, 
pꝛaping to help ſoules out of Purgatozy, 
wo2ſhipping of Idols, Bichopping ok 
baptized childꝛen: and of Paxes, Cree- 
ping to Croſſes, hallowing of bells, con⸗ 
turing of water, coniuring of balme, con⸗ 
wring hearbes, buping of bulles and 
pazdons, and auriculer confeſſtion; e the 


I rett ot their ſacraments , paying of vaine 


vowes , goeing on pilgimage, pate gs, 
maniples, lickeing of rotten bones, Aue- 
Maries, bleſſing with two fingers , an⸗ 
nointing, annopling, abſoluing,kneeling, 
knocking , whippiig.cr ouching, killing, 
croſſing,ſhamng, greaſing,and ten thou⸗ 
ſand ſuch trinkets moe. J appeale to the 
indgement of the wiſe-hearted , whether 
God ab2ogating the ceremonies of his 
owne law, did purpoſe , that the Pops 
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ſhould inſkitute and erect a new of ſuch} + 
- traditions as theſe. 

Ik wee hold them hard to the p2oof 
of theſe and ſuch other by the conch logs one; 
afoꝛeſayd (namely the wozd of G O 
their next leape, is longer then the paß 


ſage betweene Douer and Caltite: fo 


they croſte the bꝛoad Seas to vnbwꝛitteh 
verities. But how colde their enter: 
tainement is there, wee would not much 


' feare to make themſelues the Judges , if 
ſhame and grace had not foꝛſaken them, 
Indeede wee know e confeſſe that moze 


was ſpoken, then is wzitten: And that 
whatſoeuer Chꝛiſt and the Apoſfles pzea 
ched. was the wozd of GOD were it 
wꝛitten oꝛ not: But wee know alfo that 


if moꝛe had bcene neteſſarp to ſaluation 


then is wꝛitten, GO D wonld net ſuffer 
vs to want it, leaſt with them we might 


happen to runne a whozing after our 

ownedeniſes: But above all, wee are 
moſt aſſured that the fpirit of God ne- 
tier was, no2 will be contrary to it ſelfe: 


Cherefoꝛe let vs try how truly their ve- 
7 vnwꝛitten doe accoꝛd with the 


n wozd, 
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A Prayer. 


Lo2d) cauſe thee to hide thy face from, 
mee. Fozhere I bowe the very.knes of 
my hart vnto thee O God, andknglebe- 
foze thy pꝛeſence, all naked. blind, and 
waunded, po2e, wetched, 4 milerable: 
hauing diſerued many greudus tozmets, 
if thon ſhouldſt enter into thy narrow 
iudgement with mee. But werte 1 

haue compaſſion vpon mee, amopnt my 

wounds with the ovle of thy mercy: res 

ſtoꝛe my ſight, cloath my nakednes , — 

rich me that am pooze, help me vp that am 
weake ; Oh bid me not farewell. The 
infant onercommeth his nurſe with crys, 
ing, the child his mother with weeping, 

the ſeruant his maiſter by entreating: O 
oꝛd my God, Jbeſeech che be thou al⸗ 
ſo entreated. 

And bind vp my wounds with the god 
Samaritane, which like botches, blanes 
and putrikying ſoꝛes , haue many peares 
lay rotting and ſtinking within mee. O 
helpe me O T oꝛd my life, leaſt J periſh. 
in my wickednes. Powꝛe in ſweete Jeſu 
the oyle of thy mercy, and cauſs the ſweet. 
ſtreames of thy pure water of life ta flow 
out of thy cleare and continuall ſpꝛinging 
fountaine . dayly tobe powzed vpon — . 
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APrayer. 
comfoztable-to' cole thi 


chat it may be 


heat of my thirſtie 4 hungerſtarued ſoule, 


which continually thirſteth alter thy mer 
ties, and as meditinable to cure the ſpꝛea⸗ 
ding maladie of Adams fall, which inker⸗ 
ted my ſoule with the leapꝛoſie of finne. 
Fo2 J am like the wandꝛing child that is 
not woꝛthy to be called thy Sonne; © 
make me one of thy meaneſt ſernants. J 
am thy lo ſheepe, O ſeeke and laue mer. 
And from the bottom of my heart, J cry 
with the Pꝛophet Dauid, O Loꝛd haue 
mercy vpon me, and heale my ſoule foꝛ 
haue ſinned againſt ther. And as Manalſ⸗ 
ſes Ring of Juda; J tonkeſſe my ſinnes 
to be innumerable, but J beſeech thee foꝛ⸗ 
giue mee and cat me not away with my 
tranſgreſſions, and as the pooꝛe Publi- 
can J ſtand a far ok, and dare nat likt vp 
mine eies to heauẽ, but ſmite mpb2eit cry- 
ing, O God be merciful vnto me a miſera- 
ble 6 w2etced ſinner. And w the woman 
of Canaan, O Jeſu thou ſonne of Dauid 
haue mercy vpon me O Jeſu of Nazereth 
O fountaine of mercp, receiue my ſpirit, 
O my liſe take my ſaule enter therein, 
O my iop, that it may alwapes 19y in 
thee, and giue me an heart to thinke on 
A 2 ther 


that maß al waves ficke faſt vnto 

——— — in 2m; 
heart and be the vern like of my ſouls, 
. Faire beau- 


w of my. 
coule, —— ar pa fp 
niour. whom J will feare, my-Lo2d 


whom J will pꝛaiſe, my God whom 1 


will wozſhip, my Father whom J will | 
honour; and mp ſpouſe fo2 whom J 
will keepe my ſelfe, therefoꝛe O wel 
Jefſa I beſeech the to cancell that great 
bill of my ſinne thou haſt againſt mee, 
fozD Lo2d my God J was ficke and 
knewit not, had vicers running, and 
felt it not. J was obdurate and became 
as one that heard not: cuſtome of inne 

(O Lo2d) kept away all ſence and fee- - 
ling of in: oft heard I thee inuiting, 
and bythy holy ſpirit inducing mee ts 
returne with the Sulamite but D A. 
J exyed with the ſluggard, pet a littie, 
t then a little, pzeſuining on thy mer⸗ 
ties, 3 my eee d 


A Prayer. 


ls auth iy ſouls to died with griete 
n am apo encline thing 1 mom | 
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Jandſeo, -behold O Lozd how-J' 
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and hears, open O Lo2d- thine - 


ener haus offended thee, and neuer 2 | 
now of late repented: I that haue biens 
arebollions Child, and ffldome times 
giuen care vnto thy won: J that haue 
deferred my repontance from day to 
day, am na come vnto thee D L920 
my God, with all humility in my daily 
meditations, beſ&ching thee O ſwoot 
Jeſu to be p2eſent with me at the very 
houre of my departure out of this 
wozld, and K thy fauing healt5 
vppon me. O vanquiſh mine enemp 
and purchaſe a triumph foꝛ mes by thy 
moſt: gratious victo2y, oh hold him fat, 
and bzmife him in pieces, thatheerer- 
ciſe not his deuifes vppon me, but giue 
me thy whole armour D God, that 
like a right Souldier, thou mailt make 
me able to reſiſt mp enemy in the euill 


dap. Oh therefaze ſweet Jeſu 2 


my ſoule longeth foꝛ, et me ſee thee, O 
light of mine eyes, D come Lo2d Jeſa 
tome quickly, come Jeſus my Sauiour 
my life, my somfozt, and ſhew 9 
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A prayer. 


ſelfe that then maiſt —— 
ſeruant, which putteth my whole ce 
dente in thee, O thou top of my h 

my loueraigne delight and my fweet 8 
— J beſeech thee againe and against 
be with me at my departure out of tt 
moꝛtall life, at which time J humbly be 
ſeechthee from the tender-bowells of my 
heart, to refreſh me with thy ſweet fight | 
ofthy cheerefull countenance. vppon nigh 
that J may. mn no wiſe diſpaire noꝛ d s | 
partfromthee , but with erceeding ioy, 4 | 
deſire thee, which haſt made me, an 
neuer foz ſakeſt them that put their truth 
in thee, torecciue mp ſpirit, foꝛ J de e 
tp bee dillolued, and to bee with thee D 

Chriſt, in thy heauenly kingdome 
with thine elect Angells and bleſ- - © 
ſed Saints foꝛ euer, wher thou 
liueſt and raigneſt ener 
one G DD wozld 
without end. 
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